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The Epiſtle to the 
Reader. 


—— — — 
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& His Diuine Worke 
8 ( courtcous Rea- 
der) though the 

| B 2 Author left vn- 
| " primcd?; yet it 
| coming to his ands ckat weicht a 
continuance to the memory of 
the famous Writer, and a com- 
fort to the ſoule ot the deſirous 
| Reader, hee thought good to 
dring it to the Preſſe: and thera- 
A3 ther 


at / 
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The Epiſth © © 
ther ſeeing that the points here If 
in bandled( being in themſeluesſ t. 
very difficult, and heretofore ]) 
not ſo plainely expreſſed) areſ i 
here laid down that the meaner a 
capacity may be inſtructed, and it 
the skilfuller more confirmed. c 
Here thou maiſt ſee Reaſon con- 

tending with Religion, and Re- v 
ligion teſoluing thoſe doubts 
which to Reaſon ſeem diſſolua- 
ble: here thou ſhalt know, [1 
though Reaſon tell thee , if God |* 
haue ptedeſtinated his elect, yer i 
. Religian wil tel thee, except thou ſt 
worke out thy ſalvation wich 
feare and trembling , thou art 
none of Gods foxe-choſen: If 
from 


to the Reader. 5 
from hence Reaſon ſay vnto | 
s| thee;thou haſt abſolute tree-wil, 
e yer Religion will tell thee that 
re] thy willing comes from God. In 
r a word; heere Ignorance ſhal be 
di taught by Truth, and 4theiſme 
1. confuted by Religion. 

Then (curteous Reader) per- 
. uſe this worthy Worke ( of the 
ts eminent Preacher Maiſter A R- 
- THVR DENT) herein thou 
„ [ ſhalr finde the readie Path-way 
roctcrnall life; through which 
t if chou wilt ſoiourn, at the end 
u thereof thou ſhalt finde Heauen- 
h gates fer wide open to receiue 
re | thee, and troupes of Angels rea- 
dy to carry thee into Abrabam 
n | his 


Q. 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
his boſome, where thou ſhald 
reſt from thy labour, and 
haue all teares wi- 
ped from thy 


eyes. 
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Dialogue betweene Rea-, 


ſon and Religion, touching 


Gods Predeſtination,and mans 
| Free-will, &c. 


Reaſon, 


Ho made this world ? 
Ekel God of his owne 
7 angular mercy , fo2 the 
Ye), \oue that he bare vnto 
"F. Al Þ . mankinde. 
SFO BI 22, Of what ſub- 
ance did God create it ? 
Relig. Truly ot nothing, but by his one- 
p wo2d. 
Reaſ, And is it euerlaſting, or ſhall it 
_ have an end ? 
Relig. The Scripture doth teſtiſie, that 
t ſhall ber deſtroyed with fire from hea- 
„at ſuch time as the Lo2d hath ap- 
ointed ; Pozecuer, we art infozmed by 
4 B tom⸗ 
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common experience , that it is by nature If 
ſubiect to diſſolution. gi 
Reaſ. I pray you, hat are we to thinke iti 
of God, that wonderfull work maſter ? el 
Relig. We onght ſcedfaſtip to beltxue, 4 
that hee is Almightie, righteous in all d 
Hings, and eternall, - Ib 
Chat of nature he is indiuible , and [ff 
pet conſiſting of thzer diſtinc perſons, a 
the Father, the Bonne, and the holy 9 
Choſt, This God is called God of in- u 
comp2chenſible wiſdome , accozding to jt! 
which he hath moſt wiſelp foze-ſeene, and t 
appointed all things. Ve is vnchangea- '£ 
ble, alwaies one, neuer paſſionate: he is f. 
the Loꝛd of reuenge, the God of indge* |c 
ment, at whoſe bzeath the Pountaines !I 
doe ſhake : whoſe ſeat is the loft Cheru · 
bins, whoſe fot-Xole is the Earth; hee | 1 
is a iealous God, ſcriking AIdolato2s, and 
* ſuch as derogate from his honour , with 71 
terrible plagnes. He is a conſuming | 1 
fire, the King of Kings, the onely Lo2d ot 
all wo:lds, the beginning, the end, and | 
vet without beginning, and euerlaſting: i 
Ye ts inuiſible; though at one inſtant be- 
holding all things, at whoſe beck the hea⸗ | 
uens are obedient, the clouds doe — 
me 
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re ſchemſelues together, and the Earth doth 
quiver and tremblo : This God rebaketh 
ce the winds, calmeth the eas, limiteth to 
etterp ſtar dis influence,conrſo and name: 
e, This God fozmeth light and darknes,ſen- 
ill deth and calleth backe lightnings, thun- 
- Iderg,tempeſts.fearefull Comets, blazing 
nd ſtarres, and all other wonderfull imp3eſ- 
s, ions of the aire ; This is the God that 
ly poldeth the huge earth in his hand, hangs 
n- ing like a Globe in the midſt of the wozld, 
to that foldeth the heavens like a ſcrowle, 
nd that ſendeth the ſeaſonable Spzing-time, 
a- Dummer and Parueft,froff,cold,hunger, 
is famine and peſtilence : Be it is. that by a 
es tertaine infuſed fertilitie; eauſeth Tres, 
es |Berbs,Flowers,andenery litle grade to 
11+ ſpꝛout and ſp2zing, to the behalfe of all li- 
ce | ning creatures. o that neither Birds of 
nd aire, Beats of thefield, no2 the filly 
th ſwozmes of the earth ds want ſuſtenance: 
ng | This is that pzonident God, that contai- 
of ! neth the ſwelling Sea within her bancks, 
nd ! that ozdereth thatmaruclous enterchange 
| : (of flowing eebbing waters, that ferdeth 
e · the Whales,and euery lining thing dwel- 
as | ling in the deeps: this is that ſearcher of ſo⸗ 
er * erets, whom no place doth exclude, whoſe 
n- W 2 pꝛe · 
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| pꝛeſente, no action, wozd , noz though 
_* can eſcape. This is the god God , tha 
created man accozding to his owne like 
neſſe, made him Lo2d of the earth; Ant 
when he had plated the re bell againſt him 
that recomfozted hum being thzowne out! 1 i 
of Paradiſe, with the pꝛomiſe of the ſee « 
of the woman: This God is hee that ſen 
his people 3ſrael remedy, when they 
in thzaldome in the land of Egypt, tha 
parted the Red ſea, and dzowned their es 
nemies; that did ſafe conduc them in the 
Wilderneſle, that ramed downe Manna, 
that defended David from the fozce of 
Saul, that foiled the Giant, that ſaued lo- 
f nas in the bottome of the Sea, that deliue 
red Vanicl out of the Lions den, leremy 
out of the dungeon, the ther Child2en out! 
of the hot con Qnen : Pe is that 
God that ſent his-welbeloned Sonne t 
' abide the death, e red@me man-ki 
from the bondage af ſinne, and from th 
iawes of Satan: Finally, this is that 
God, by whoſe power all things wert 
made, and by whoſe only pꝛouidente cn 
ry thing is effectually moued ,ozdered 
bzought to paſſe, 
Reaſ. Allpraiſe therefore be vnto thi 
G 


( 
| 
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Everlaſting Life, 5 
God moſt mightie, moſt righteous, and 
tha holy, that on this tender wile hath loued 
ine vs vn worthie wretches, deſeruing nothing 
And but the rigour of his luſſice. Now 1 pray 
im you declare what was the cauſe that mo- 
out ued God to create man, and to fer him in 
ſel the world ? 
ſent Relig. That he ſhould ſerue him, and 
glozifie him. 
that. Rea. Which is the way to ſerue God, 
res and co gloriſie him aright? 
the Reli. To acknowledge him as he hath 
ma, appointed by his Wozd. Rom. z. 
> of Rea, Which call you the word of God ? 
lo- Reli. The ſame which the Patriarchs, 
ue P2ophets, and Apoſtles receined by the 
my holy Ghoft, and committed to wziting, 
— which wee call at this dap by the name of 
bat! the old and new Teſtament. _—_ :. 
1 Rea, How ſhould a man know, that ** 
thoſe monuments left by the Patriarches, 
the! Prophets, and Apoſtles, eame from God: 
hat or char they did euer lcaue behinde them 
ert any ſuch wricings, aß wee teatme the old 
and new Teſtamente 
Reli. As touching the authoꝛity thereof, 
although the o2derly diſpoſttis of the wiſ- 
" dome of God, the doctrin it ſelfe, ſanozing 
B 3 no; 
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nothing of earthlineſe, the goodly agrees 
ment of all parts together among them- 
ſelues, the Paieſty of God ſhining fozth 
in that homelineſſe of ſpeech, the laping 
together of the foze-ſapings of the P- C 
phets, andthe ſucceſſozs of the ſame, and h 
many other ſuch arguments, may compel | tl 
the wicked ones to confefſe, that God is L 
the onely authoz of the ®cripture;pet ter | tl 
tainelp by noue other meane, than by the u 
ſecret teſtimony of the holy ghoſt, are our | UL 
hearts truly perſwaded, that it is Þ woꝛd 
of God, foz ſaith the Apoſtle, That which 
we preach is the word of taith : and in ano⸗ 
ther place, The whole Scriprure(ſaithhe) 
is given by the inſpiration of God. 

Reaſ, But hat doe you ſay to thoſe fel- 
lowesthar account the Scripture a deuiſed 
or politiue law, made for ciuill gouernment L 
onely, and authoriſed by Antiquity, as if ic | ſ 


S 


e 


- werethe divine word of God, leſt man not 7 


Atheift. 


being reſtrained of the headincile of his | 
owne affections by ſome other terror than 
that of corporall puniſhment, ſhould not 
yeeld himſelfe vnto neceſſarie order? 

Reli. Fo2 my part, à haue little to ſap to 
thoſe Monſters, neither by the grace of 
God, in any ſocietie, will A haue 2 

k g 


— 
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Everlaſting Life, 7 
e» with them, but my pꝛayer hall be, that the 
m- TA oꝛd will ſuddenly turne their hearts, oz 
th in his good time, pay them their inff de- 
ng ſerts. Truely of this ſozt of men, J thank 
0+ ? God, in all my daies, (although A haue 
1d heard of many) did J neuer know moze 
jel | than thzee , which if it had pleaſed the 
is | Lozd, were to manp by two g one: theſe Three 
r · thee were naturall bzcethzen, men mars brochers. 
he © nelous politique in ſund2y ſciences, and 
ur | wozldly wiſe, but loe the indgements of 
20 - God : the two younger were hanged, not 
ch manp peeres ſince, inffly condemned foz 
o- high treaſon, and the third being the elder 
e) - bzother, was taken in adultery,and with 
a knife ſtabbed in, and flaine by the hands 
:l- ok his stone wife: and ſo farre as J vis 
ed derſtand, there is not one of the name left 
ne | aline. The foole (ſaith the Pzophet) doch Pal 141. 
ic ſay in his heart, there is no God, t doubtles 
oc | they which with their tongues ds pzofane 
is his wo2d, denp not the ſame thing, oz at 
in | leaff that which is as cuill ; foz beſides, 
oc that betweene God and his woꝛd there is 
| alwaies a mutnall relation, ſo as the one 
o is not without the other, wee finde in the ( 
ff | Scriptures,that God is the woꝛd: and foz lob. . 
all thoſe that are 3 this lite, in — 
mind, 


N 
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mind, 1 leane them to God (though with 
out repentance, we ſay they could not t 
ſaned.) And as fo2 thoſe that be vet lining? 
1 looke foz nothing moze aCuredly, than 
to heare tell of their ruine, and ſo line 
wiſe J leane them. Mn 
Papiſts Reaſ. There is yet another ſort, which! | 
doe not ſo broadly blaſpheme God, 28 
thoſe incredulous wretches of whom wee 
haue ſpoken : But they aflirme, yea, and 
that very boldly, that through the diver- 
ſitie of tranſlations, the Scriptures ate fal- 
(fied in ſuch wiſe that no certaintie is left | 
for beliefe to reſt ypon:this thing although: | 
with the graue and learned fort may hap- 
pily not goe for payment, becauſe they 
ire able to iudge betwixt euery tranſlation} 
and his originall: yet are che meane ſort) 
ſhrewdly handled wich that ſuggeſtion; 
for thus ſtretch they out that obiection. 
An obie@, The Scriptures (ſay they) were deliuered 
by the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, 
(er downe in the Hebrew, and Greeke 
tongues, afterwards tranſlated after divers | 
faſhions by men: yea ſuch men as were ei- 
ther ignorant of the truth, or partiall in 
their owne conceits ; for doth not the diſa- 
greement of our Engliſh tranſlations beare 
wit neſſe 


\ 
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tho witneſſe, and make the caſe plaine enough? 
| Reli. JA know theſe w2anglers.ſomme- 
ing what too well, and doe perceine the wili⸗ 
han} nefſe,not of them(as I weene)but of Sa- Trim ob. 
ine tan: Theſe men, becanſe they tan no lon · en. 
ger with their Pope bely righteonſneſſe 

ich? fit in the conſciences of the godly, and 

, 2s" canſe them to imb2ace that whoꝛedome of 

wee the ſea of Rome, would yet bee loth that | 
and Satan ſhould leeſe his intereſt, in thoſc 7 
ver»! that map be ſwayed by any ſwinge of reas . 
al · ſon, to incline to their part: if thoſe good 

left men would bee ſo good, as to ſhew fozth 

ugh: pur erroꝛs, they ſhould both be heard and 

ap- thanked. J remember well that J haue Anofrcf? 
hey often heard this obtection, but who were 

on þ obiecto2s: Truly a few ſilly men either 

ſort} papiſts, 02 newters, of ſome little iudge⸗ 

on; ment moze than hoſes, at whom the 

on.] wiſe doe laugh, and the godly hearted 

red! ſpew. It is ſuffitient fo: our aſſurance, 

let, that the Loꝛd hath pꝛomiſed to be ſuch a 

eke patron and p2otecto2 of his wozd, Thar ir 

1er$} ſhall not periſh, when heauen & earth ſhall Mat-24-35- 
e ei-· be brought to noughtʒand that he will haue 

| inf} no title added to it, or diminiſhed frbm it. 

11a-4 Thereſoꝛe let vs giue them ouer, and har⸗ 

are ken to our @aniour Chu, pꝛomiſing 
elle that 


2 - 
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Aro that, Whoſocuer belecueth ſhall be ſaued F; 
18.'9 is bleiſed, ſhall be pardoned of all his fins, 
— 16-16 and haue life euerlaſting. And contracts 
Aa 16 1 thꝛeatning, that whoſocucr beleeueth not, f 
Ro to. i z. ſhall neuer bee ſaued, but abide the cucrla- 0 
Ioh. . 26. ſting curſe of God, 

God. Reaſ. Well, ler thus much ſufhce con - 
cerning the word of God. Now pray you 
let vs returne to ſpeake of God ſomewhat 
more: You ſay that the nature or elſence 
that is common in the God- head amon 
the perſons of the Father, the Sonne, — 
holy Ghoſt, is one ſingle ſubſtance, vaable' 
to be ſeuered ? | 

Reli. o J ſap in deed, foz otherwiſe 
Could it come to paſſe, that ſo many per- | 
ſons as there be, ſo many Gods ſhould 
there be ſeuerally divided: therefoze theſe 
thzee perſons vnited together, in nature 
are neuer ſeparated , but diſtingniſhed, | 

ſo as the Father, is the Father onelp, the | 
Sonne the Don onelp, and the holy _— 
the holy Ghoſt onelp. 

Reaf. As theſe three perſons are but * ' 
God in God-hcad, fo are they likewiſe of | 
one everlaſtingnelle or eternitie : and of 
one equality without degree? 


Reli. Pea trnelp,laue — 
Pea truely Father 
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ued the is the firſt, being of none, but of 
ins, imſelfe alone : the Sonne ts ſecond, be⸗ 
viſe gotten of the Father: the holy Ghoſt is 
not, the third, by an vnſpeakable manner pꝛo⸗ Ordes. 
erla- — of them both. 
| Resſ. Surely, ſo far as I can perceiue, this 
on · myſtery is moſt wonderful and vnpoſũ ble 
YOU to be conceiued by man? 
hat Reli. CTherefoze full wiſely hath bee 
nce taught vs to belrene, and reuerence the 
"5 ' ſecrets of God, that ſaith; Fide:; non habet 
and ' meriturm, vbi rat ie habet experiment um. 
ble Reef, Beſides theſe, whar other things 
are we to conſider chiefly in God? 
nile Reli. Chat he is exceving iuſt in puniſh⸗ 
er? ing the diſobedient and wicked, and that Mercy aud 
uld he is exc&ding mercifull to the godly, and luſtice. 
ele | ſuch as loue him, foz it is wzitten, That 
Ire vnto ſuch the Lord is mercitull and graci- — 
ed, ous, ſlow to anger, aboundant in goodnes EA. 1,5. 
the | and truth, reſeruing mercy for thouſands, 
off | forgiuing iniquity and tranſgreſſion. 
| Reaf, But it ſeemeth by this order of his 
ne mercy and iuſtice, that ſome things doe 
| come to paſſe, which God willech not, o- 
of | therwiſe ſhould there need no — 
and therein I cannot perceiue how his om- 
de nipotency is not impeached ? 


er Rcli, 
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Reli. Doubtleſſe he could not be God 
if any thing ould happen, that he would 
not haue come to paſſe; whereof the Apo- 
file was full warie in this ſaping, God 
bringeth all things to paſle according to 
the counſell of his owne will. | 
Rea, Let can I] not percciue, how his 
Juſtice and Mercie doe agree togethet 
Reli. Theſe two are reconciled, and 
well made manifeff, in his Donne. F 03 
after our firſt parent Adam, by the eter⸗ 
nall decreement,had caſt himſelfe, and all 


his pꝛogenie, into the vefilement of nne, 


God did raiſe him vp againe in this ſe- 


„ 


| 


cond Adam, euen leſus Chriſt, foz which 
canſe he is called, The Lambe ſlainc from 


the beginning of the world. | 
Rea, VVhat meane you by that word 
ſinne ? 
Reli. J call any thing finne, that Al 
thonght,wo2d, oz deed,is committed con⸗ 
trarie to the law and will of God. 
Rea. And may a man ſay without ſinne, 
that ſinne is willed by God ? 
Reli. @nrelp God ought not to be cal- 
led the authoz of nne; foz how can ini⸗ 
quitie iſſue from that fountaine, where 
nothing is, ſane onely the clecre WP 
0 
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od, of righteouſneſſe : Hotwithſtanding, ſs 
uld farre am 1 from holding him a inner, bat 
po- reuerently doth aſcribe all things to the 
od pzouidence of Cod, that J account bim 
to rather an ignozant and blaſphemons in- 

ner, that ſuppoſeth any thing to happen 
his? by foztune, oz chance, as if God were ig 

; nozant oꝛ carelefſe thereof, 

ind Reaſ. Here I perceiue the naile is driven 
o to the head, therefore you had need goe 
ter ⸗ diſcreetly to worke, left God be diſabled 
all? in any ching that is due to his omnipo- 
ne, cency, ot that more bee attributed to his 


le · power, than agrecth with his iuſtice. Verily A meane 
ich chis is the thing wherein haue not onely to be ob- 
om long time longed to be inſtructed, butalio ſecued. 


beene greatly troubled in minde about che 
ord ſame: I pray you therefore what is che pro- 
uidence of God ? 


in} Religi. By this wozd Providence, is provi- 
on- meant the incomp2chenſible foze-knows dence what \ 
| ledge and wiſdome , whereby from the. 


ne, | farthe@ end of eternity, God did behold, 
appoint, and pꝛouide, when, where, and 
al- | wherefoze , all things in Yeauen and 
ni / | Eatth ſhould be: as alſo his vnmeaſura⸗ 
ert | ble, and omaipotent power, by which be 
hath bzought, bzingeth,and will bzing — 

e 


Neither 
raſh nor 
timotous. 
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the ſame things in their ſeaſons effectnal- 1 
ly to paſſe, accoꝛding to his owne will and it 
oſe. 

— But ſich the Lords righteous, and 
ſo farre off from willing ſinne, that on the 
contrary part, he doth not onely forbid it, 
bur alſo moſt grieuouſly puniſh it, how can t 


ve ſay that ſiane doth attend vpon the or- 0 


dinances of God ? | 
Relig. Certainly my verp ſonle doth 

feare , leaſt by oner much boldneſſe, A 
ſhould violate, oz ſ@me to negle that 
rule of renerence, that in Gods behalfe * 
is to be obſerned: On the otherſide, A 1 
would be loath, that by to much cowar⸗ 
dize I ſhould diſhonoz the truth: therefoze 
as there want not teſtimonies of &crip- 
ture to warrant this doctrine, ſo J thinke i 
it not vnmcet, that herein J follow that 

gencrall ſentence of the Apoſtle, whereof 


wen haue alreadp ſpoken z namelp, that 


| 

{ 
God bringeth all things co patle accor- . 
ding to the counſell of his owne will: and 31 
leaſt X map ſ&me to gine to much liber⸗ ! 
tie to mp owe interpzetation , J will 
alſo incline to the donrine of Saint Au-! 
guſtine, who ſaith to the very ſame cect, |! 
The will ot God is the chicte and princi- . 
pall 
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al · Pall cauſe of all manner of actions and mo- lag. & tri- 
nd tions wharſocuer, for there is nothing that t. bb. 3. 
proceedeth not from chat rw 
iſdome and will of his. Of theſe two we 

r, that if the will ol God be the pzin- 
cipall and oziginall cauſe of all things, 
-an that is to ſay, of all actions and motions : 
or · Either that inne doth come to paſſe at / All ching 
x02ding to that ſoueraigne will of his, oz e done 
e that ſine is nothing at all: that is to 7 8 TN 
Jap, neither action noz motion; which ab- : 


ar / wardly ſouldier, I darenow moze boldly 
de bew thee areaſon of mine owne, « this it 
ip- is: By Angels and men did ſin take poſ- 
ike ?ſeſſion of this wozld, as appeareth right- 
hat lp in the declining of our firſt Parents, 
eof Adam and Euc, But neither Angels no: Argument. 
gat Pen were ener ſeparated from the go⸗ 
or- uernment and ſubiection of their Lo2d 
ny and Paker. Ergo ſinne doth poſſefſe the 
er- | wozld by the o2dinance, that is to ſay, 
ill the will and ap of GOD: 
u- | This thing is witneſſed by the Apoſtle, 
>, | who ſaith, that no man ſhall reſiſt che will Rom.g.19. 
ei- of God. Moreouer, behold ſaich the 
all Lord, 


0 "\ \ 
* 
* * 


x0 


Ely 54. 


A reftraint thour of ſinne) and runne on headlong af! 
1 wic- der their owne appetites, to all kinde o?Y* 


Rom. 9. 
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Lord, I haue created the Smith that blow 
eth the coales in the fire, and him that 
bringeth forth an inſtrument tor his work, 
I, I lay, haue created the deſtroyer to de- 
ſtroy. Pany ſuch teſtimonies map be re 
cited out of the woꝛd of God; But be⸗ 
canſe the wicked will here take the bit 
in their terth (accounting God the Au-® 


miſchiefe, as though it were not merelp 
bnlawfull ; we muſt befoze we goe an 
farther, ſ&ke to abate their courage, an 
take away that buckler, where-ander 
they will ſhield and defend their pꝛeten · la 
ded innocency ; Zherefo2e, although by 
that Almighty eie of God, nothing do! 
paſſe in the whole wozlp vnſane , an 
thercfozonot vnwilled: pet cannot Go 
be called the Autheur of euill,fo? ſaith the 
Apoſtle, There is no vnrighteouinelle with 
God, 

But the coxruption of the minde of the#® 
firſt man ( ſaith Maſter Caluin ) by which 
we are become ſinners, came partly by 


Yi! 
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w. wilfull fall, from whence we perceine, 
vat L reſpecting the meane and ſecond cau⸗ 
rk. Tes) that mankinde doth periſh thzough 
1c.$is owne default: And in as much as no 
re⸗ man ſinneth vnwiliingly, but of his owne 
ze-Þccozd fo the moſt part, no man is vn - Man noe 
bit lultly puniſhed by the hand of God; foz to be ex- 
why : that is the onelp cauſe of finne,that <**4- 
oth exclude all other canſes beſides it 
 o:Jeife : but God excludeth no mans will in 
elpbis owne actions: Ergo, God is not the Argument. 
yp cauſe of ſinne. If any man will ob» Obiecien 
&, that man is not the cauſe ot his owne 
er tuill, in as much as God the ſoueraigne 
-n- tauſe of cauſes doth pzeſcribe the enent, 


d direc every ation to the appointed 
:J anſwer out of the Mawr of my foz* Anſwer. 
Argument: that is: the onely cauſe of 

ich excludeth all cauſes beſides 


ſelfe. 
— But man in the wicked actions of Ido · 
try, Purther, Adultery, Theft, and 
uch other, negledeth the Commande- 
of God, and ſo farre fozth as in him 
; exciudeth all canſes, ſaue his 
wne wicked luſt onely, Ergo: Pan in 
F 
d deterne a £03- 

— * A 
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rection of God, as witnefeth the P30» 
pret, ſaping , Thy deſtruction, O lirae), 
commeth ot thy ſelſe. 

Reaſ. I haue heard thee ſay ere now, that 
Angels and men were created according rof 
Gods one likeneſſe, that is, of a ſoundif 
and vpright diſpoſition and will : which 
thing truly is very conuenieut in the eyes 
of reaſon ; for if they had beene ordained 
ewll by nature, or to that end that they 
thould decline from that eſtate by the wil 
of God, it ſhould argue God to bee vn- 
righteous, at leaſt in reſpect of that putpoſe 
of his. F 

Relig. Nap it is rather an inconueni# 

ence many waies which thou vtt | 

extept the will of God were not wozthy} 

to be the tule of righteonſneſſe ; but u 
;- what other abſurdities doe ariſe out off” 

this ſuggeſtion of thine, as this: Go 

treated Angels and Þen in aul poin 
lound, nat pzetending that they ſhould de 
generate; neuertheleſſe, they are become 

euill, and haue peruerted that e ſtate of i 

tegrity, Ergo they haue b2oken thc will alt 

God, and conueyed themſelues out of h 

o2dinance : as who ſhould ſap, they 

therefoze exempted from all ſubiegion off 
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20* their Paker , becauſe they hau bene 
el, Nubbozne againft him, Againe,all men at 
his day ate cozrupt and cuil. Ergo, all 
hat nen that are now lining, are the 
 roFompalle; of the o2dinance of GD. 
nd CTheſe and many other ſuch abſurdities, 
ich doe follow necofarily of the 
CY cEion, f 


— Reaſ. Nay Sir, herein as I take it, you Efentiall 


ue deceiued your ſelſe, wich plauſible <ſtace. 
urmiſes ; for if che ellentiall eſtate of man 
de conlidered apart, from his faulty qua- 
itie, not onely Adam in the time ol ince- 
mie Pritic was the ſubiect of God, but aſter his 

Al alſo, and in this caſe may che conſe quent 
uproue, that the wholorouc, or forgot wic- 
ed men, are comprehended within the 
rdinance of God. Neuerthelelle, the cox. Corrupti. 

uption of natute, and all the euill actions on. 

pf men may ſimply be trauslerred to the 

ill and malice of Satan, and che frailtic 
ot the workers, | 


Relig. Truly J maſt n&ds confeſſe, 

this shift p2oc&beth not altogether 

om fimplicity : Notwithſtanding if we 

id our affection imply to accept of the 
Mam, we ſhall fall very fondly to conſent, 
Jet C with 


T 
vn- 
ole 
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with the blaſphemous Maniches, which d 
oppoſe Datan againſt Godzfoz pet again 
how fhall God be ommnipetent, if any of" 
therſucrefle of things fall ont, than aof7 
doth byſt agree with his god pleaſure &** 
nay then how ſhall we not take the holy” 
Ghoft napping with infinite leaſinges?# 
which ſaith, There is no cuill in the Citi. 
which the Lord hath not done. Agt 
Ont of the month of the Lozd pzocedet{* 
god and enill: he hath made all thing! 
ſoz his owne ſake, pea enen the wick 
fo2 an euill day, c. Notwithffanding, 
we allude to that will of God, which ht 
hath renealed vnto bs,acco2ding to whic | 
Pal, 5.4. he is truly (aid to be God, That can in 
wiſe will lin, but he ſhall fozthwith bet 
righteons, ſo farre am I from not conf l 
ting thereunto, that on the contrary pa 
J pe>ld the whole aſſent of my ſoule. Bu 
- that wee map diſcourſe of this matter 
Teo mozefamiliarly, we are eſpecially to ol 
things ro (erne two things: the firff whereof 1 
be obler- this: Yow,.02 in what ſoꝛt fn entred ing 
ved. to the heart of man: the ſecony, of wha 
effect 02 power ſin is againſt God; theſ 
two ſhall make it manifef cnangh, the 
Satan neuer hitherto did, neither wall ah, 
a 
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time,hereafter,ruMe out his part, ei 
in this woꝛld, oz elſewhere, without 
patent oz commiſſion from the Lozd. 

As touching the firſt ot theſe we agre& ac- The ſrſt. 
„ding to the @criptures,that Adam, in 
is eſtate of innocencie, in all the inſtru · 
entall parts of his bodie, had a p20po3- 
ble reſemblance, aſwell in ſoule as 
ninde, to the Image of God(J meane not 
A perſon, but in holine ſſe) ſo that he tod 
that time in ſuch high + heauenip per⸗ 
on, that no tittle could bee added fo: 

is greater integrity: how be it wer are . en 

ul aCarev, that God neuer did beauti- : 
e him with the oznament of conſtancie, 
ghereby hee might haue obtained able- 
fle and power to ſtand out in that e- 
2. Now therefozeis it manifeſt, that 
nne, beginning at the ſame vnconſtan⸗ 
ee, to inſinnate among the good parts of 
* dam,tooke not euen there his very ozi⸗ 
Final as a thing hapning, oz comming by 
;q dante, foz this onely reaſon, that God 
Pould not furniſh him (as in truth there 
($295 uo law to bind him) with conffancy, 
s well as with other notable endow- 
” Ments,as in whom hee had fozeo2dained, 
Nat the hie eſtate ſhould be tickle, 4 but a 

* | C ; change- 


| 
ö 


-. 
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changeable god. Foz how was it poſſi 
ble that any thing ſhoul» intrude it ſelſs 
into the wozke of God, whereof he wa 
not onely moſt warie and hcedfull, but of 
power alſo to intercept any thing that 
might offendhim 2 Foz this cauſe doubt 
lee it is ſaid, That che people of Iſrael 
and the Gentiles did gather chemſclucs toſt 
gether, againſt our Lord and Sauiour leſuſe 
Chrift, to do whatſocuer the hand & cou 
fell of God had appointed to be done fro 
euerlaſting: in whom (ſaith the ApoftleJo 
wee were predeſtinate before the ſoundaſb 
tions of the world. Finally we finde thaft 
befoze the inftant of mars creation, mu 
moze then be ſoꝛe hee fell away from rig 
teouſneſſe, God hath planted in the ga 
den, a tre of the knowledge of good at 
enill. In this truclp can we perceine ne 
other appearance of truth, but that Go 
vnchangeable purpoſe would haue hi 
to taſte thereof, although he were fozbi 
den: foz whp? hadnat this thing ban p 
fixed by the decrement of God, whp mat 
he that trit ot nature by it ſelfe contrari 
ta all the reſt-why made he any bifferer e 
of god g euill at all who without dou! 
could haue made as ea ſilp the things 5! 
wou 


2 
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offiwould, as hee can eaſily doe the things 
elſefthat be done. Wlhy made he any of the in · 
wagſtruments whereby man was changed, 
it olnamelv, Þatan, g the Serpent? Lo thou 
thatdoſt perceine (J hope) day light at this 
ubtlittle wicket. 
ral As touching the ſecond thing herein to The ſe- 
toſbe obſerned, namely, of what power oz On. 
c(ugefficacie inne is againſt God, I (ay that 
-olizalbeit many fond and bntoward witten 
ro 1, haue maintained in time paſt, two 
fileJoziginall beginnings of things, aſcri- 
nd bing to god things, GOD foz the ans 
thafthoz, and to the enill things the Deuill, 
uch whom with his euill things, they deuil⸗ 
in} lily demed mo2e eternall than God and 
— god things, and that, auger the might 
of God, the Deuill plaied all his bnaraci- 
ous pageants: pet conſidering, that eue- 
rie man but meanely inſtructed in the a 
ſchole of reaſon, is readie to ſpew at this 
blaſphemie , J hope a few teſfimonies, 
kram among many, may ſerue to ſuffice 
dd the godly : wee reade therefoze in the hiſ- 
I tozic of that righteons man lob, that 10 
a @atan could not once touch his perſon, 
gods, no; cattell, befo2e ſurh time as the 
* Likewiſe, the 
C 4 Deuils 
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Dinels beſought our Sauiour Leſng u 
* Chzilt ſaping ?1fchou caſt vs out, ſuffer vj p 
to goe into the heard of ſwine. Pozeouer [t 
if we ſhould hunt ont by curious ſpeculay a 
tion, the creation of Angels, the cauſe i 
manner, time a place of their fall (which fi 
little pertaineth to ediſication, but rathes u 
to fed their itching and fantaſticall cares) i 
that cannot content themſelues with the £ 
ſimplicity of faith) wee would finde that! p 
Satan in his firſt eſtate, was the creaturg v 
. of God, & thercfoze can haue but a po 
ſubiect in the execution of ſuch w 
nefle, as he exccuteth, L 
Reaf, Be it as chou haſt ſaid, for it = 0 


deth well with reaſon : Bur let vs come! 
backe to the ſecond inſtrument or mains t 
cauſe of Adams tall, namely, the Serpent 
becauſe I would gladly vnderftand, whe 
ther hee ſerucd Satan as an inſtrumenc i ink « 
that encerprize, or whether of his owned 
malice, he did helpe to delude the woman, 
knowing before hand the lamentable e- 
uent of tranſgreſſion. 

Reli. Truely albeit the Serpent wa 
molt ſubtill of beaſts, befoze ſuch 
as the gift was taken from him foz his 
fault, and in that rcſpen like enough to 

ma- 


Wi 
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ſag maligne the eſtate of man, if he were ta / The ser · 

rr vs pable thereof; yet doe J perceine no rea: pen. 
ner ſon, that hee ſhould haue any in-ſight at 
ula all, into the calamity of tranſgreſſion 
uſe} Noz pet that he might any way be incen- 
hich ſed by malicious pzetence to bzing man- 
ches kinde into Apoſfacic : But this doth offer 
res) it ſelfe moze metlp to mine opinion, that 
Satan, (as ſaith Paſter Caluin in his er- 
that! poſition, vpon that part of Scripture) bas 
we men then had no familiarity oz commu⸗ 


nication with man, ſtanding then in nerd 
of an inſtrument, did chaſe ont the ſub- 
till Serpent, becanſe hee was the apteſt, 

:or4 82 melt adiue fo ſuch an exploit, into 
= whom foz the better finiſhing thereof he 
ind conueped himſelfe , and ſoa got acceſſe 
nc moze fitip to the woman, 
he Reaſ, Well then, as for thine arguments 
in of Gods divine prouidence, truely I muſt 
md needs confelle, that I find themin ſome re- 
an, ſpect ſo plauſible, and marching with rea- 
e· ſon, that thou doeſt almoſt compell mee to f 
yeeld vnto thee: yer for as much as God is — 
therby brought in ſuſpicion of cuil, I draw ane. 
backe and dare not frankly yeeld my con- 
is ſene: Therefore may it not be ſaid that God 
ta doth appropriat all things which haue any 
. m- 


** 7 
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Free - will. 


10.6. 44. 


Note well 


Job. 8.16. choſen you, and ordained you, that ye goe 
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inſtinct of nature, beſides man, to hisowne 
direction, and turne man ouer to his pe- 
culiat choice of well or ill doing, hauing 
reaſon and the word of God, as Lanternes 
ro = him aright? | 
eli. Uerilp, neither can J perceine a; , | 
ny reaſon that ſhould mone the Lo2d to 
gine the law out of his owne hand, conſi⸗ 
dering he was not ignozant how apt man 
was to abuſe bimſelfe, and to encline to 
the euill part; Except God were well 
pleaſed, that man ſhould runne headlong 
into that labpzinth of miſchiefe , into 
which wee all are fallen, thzough his de- 
fault: and then commeth all to one rec 
koning, fo2 his will is alfo there. Rot 
withltanding, J wot well there bee ter- 
taine Fre-willing Papiſts, Anabap⸗ 
tiſts, Pelagians, Celeſtines, and others, 
which doe ſtoutly maintaine, that man in 
his naturall power hath that validitie 
to climbe into the heauens : But our ©a- 
nionr Jeſus Chꝛiſt, repꝛoueth all ſuch, 
faping,No man can come to me, except the 
father that ſent me draw him. Againe, You 
haue not choſen me (ſaith hee) but I have 


and bring forth fruit. To which merit- 
mongers 


11 
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ne mongers, the Pꝛophet faith: Their owne 


pe- arme did not ſaue them, but the right 


ing hand of the Lord, and the light of his . 


nes Fcountenance, becauſe hee did fauour 


chem. Likewiſe,ſaith the Apoſtle: What 1 Co.4.6. 


4.0 haſt thou that thou haſt not receiued? if 
to thou haſt receiued it, why doeſt thou re- 
n- joyce, as though thou hadſt not receiued 


nan ir t Pozeouer, the ſteps of man, faith Sa- Pr. 0.4. 
to lomon, are ruled by the Lord, the way of ler. 10.23. 
bell a man is not in himſelſe, the Lord hath ———_ 


ng 7 mercy on whom hee will haue mercy, and * 


nto hardenech whom hee will harden it is not 
des” in the willer, nor in the runner, but in 
et- God that ſheweth mercie: yee are ſaued 
ot! by grace through faith, and not of your 
er · ſelues, it is che gift of God; wee are not of 
aps? our ſclues able to think any thing as of our 
rs, ſelues. Notwithſtanding all theſe J ſay, 
in and almoſt infinite numbers of ſuch like, 
ne? doe theſe denout men, as though it were 
da ſoꝛz the onelp defence 02 ſaſety of a Chꝛi⸗ 
ch, ſtian common weale, violentip and with 
the} whole thouſands of bloudy combates and 
ou] chalenges, like fooliſh bold Champions, 
aue maintaine the quarrell of mans fri- will 
oe and power. 


And why? fozſooth becauſe they 9 


ex. 


t Cor. 3. f. 


Ro. 10.3. 
Joh.. 17 
. 
1 
' 
| | Eſ.r.31 
£ 


our Chaift, becauſe pee are not of God: | 
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in no wiſe intangle Cod, 02 bzing him in : 
within the liſts 02 compaſſe of euill ; this , 
denotion of theirs, willnot ſuffer them, 
to entertaine ſuch teftimonics of Scrip- - 
ture, as doe make mention of Gods pze- h 
deſtination and pꝛouidence, wherein they 
ſhew themſelues moze nice, 03 would? 
bee accounted moze holy, than the holp 
Ghoſt himſelfe. Well, let it be that all p 
their ſtirres and bzawles doe iſſue fozth ? . 
of that fountaine of zeale, and not from 
the laughter-houſe of infidelitie,and Pa- 
ganiſme, pet ſaith the Apoſtle : All this 
zealc is blindneſſe and damnable, as not 
being ſeaſoned with the Salt of knows | 
ledge : woe be to him (ſaith theP2ophet) 
that forſakes God, to make fleſh his right 
ame: Pe heare me not, ſaith our Haui⸗ 


Vereok it commeth, that the Lozd doth 
complaine by the month of the Pꝛophet 
ſaving, I haue nouriſhed and brought vp 
children, but they haue rebelled againſt 
me; the Oxe knoweth his owner, and tlie 
Aſſe his maſters crib, but Iſrael hath not 
knowne my waies. 
But that we may the better bethinke 

vs, and not ſo negligently paſſe over that | 
pure 


Wits 


in 


ly 
all 
th 
mM 
as 


his 
Lot 


We 


t) { wozld, eſpecially ſ&ing with the whole mans rſt 


he 


(L114 


Buerlaſting Life, 29 
pure and bnſpotted, Romane Catho- 
lique zeale , it is neceſary that we call 
backs the nature of mankinde to her fir 
creation. And then if it be demanded, 
whether fr&-will were in mans nature at 
dis firff creation: Janſwer (and pet not 


e, bat 8 woꝛd ot God) there was ſo; foz A 


make no doubt if fri- will be in God, then 


was there alſo fræ · will in man, who in 


that eſtate was the linely likeline le and 
Image of God: but if it bee demanded 
whether in that nature were any free- 
will, to dcliberate onthe euilt part, J de; 


ny it: foz how could Adam debate vpon No free- 


the thing that yet was not entred into the will n 
| aſent of his mind and body he was diſpo- (5 cl. 
| ſed to obey the Commandement of God? 
Furthermoze, behold J p2ap pou the gal 
lant zcale cf theſe godly men: which will 
in no wiſe ſuffer the @cripture accozding 
to the wiſdome of God, to transfer all the 
actions of men to the foze-knowlevge of 
Ood, and pet they themſelues will not on The Pa- 
ly not ceaſe with moſt hateful blaſphemy, le. 
ta pꝛoue him an outward conſents to all 
vngraciouſneſſe, but alſo maze blaſphe- 


moully goe about to attaint the very na- 
turs 


. 
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ture of God of ſo much abhomination andy} 
wickedneCe, as by that generall pzopaga-Ut 
tion, is deſcended from Adam into his pꝛo · 
geny: here haue I nerd to beſtir me apate, f. 
fo: if J handle not the matter right nit 
bly,this bold challenge hall quickly bai 
moze fiſts about mire cares than mine tt 
owne ; but it is no matter, I ſcare not the 
quarrell, and therefoze muſt I now make e 
god, though J ſeme to ffand in bziers vy, 
to the chin; 02 elſe try creak like a daſtard 
trauin, fo I know defendants moze ther 
te man, that are ready to ſnatch vp the 
gloue befoze it come at the ground: let vs 
pet againe returne to Adam, and with one 
02 two blowes this fray ſhall be ende 
This man, the Loꝛd ſaid, was created at - 
co2ding to his owne likencfſe, whom the 
Papiſts doe affirme , to haue receiued® 
fre&-will to thoſe cuils,by the pꝛerogatiue t 
of his firſt eſtate: but God therein is lans 
dered,and that innocency of Adam belicd; i! 
fo; pet againe I ſay, euill was not then in 
the wozld ; and therefoze I perteine not, 
how God did ſet befoze him fire and wa- 
ter, and commit the acceptance of either 
to his choiſeʒ but I finde that he ſaid — 
dim; Thou ſhalt not caſte of the tree, if 
thou 
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and hou doeſt, thou ſhalt die the death. Gee ta 
ga / wen; the will of God was alwaies righ- 
20«Seous,cnen ſo was Adams frenefſe,frelp 
ice,Fighteous, accozding to the righteouſnefle 
mdf Gad, ſave that it was changeable : but 
ing the defendant will not foz ame ſap, 
ine that finfull appetite is rightesnſneſſe, ei⸗ 
the ther let him confeſſe that Adam had the 
ake ſame appetite, that did carrie him from 
vpHis pure eſtate ſame where elſe, than im- 
ardInediatly from the hand of Gov bp crea- 
henKion : 02 elſe let him conclude againſt God, 
the that that vncleanuefle of Adam tame from 
vs an vncleane wozke-maſter :0; at the leaſt, 
dne that Adam was never the Jmage of the 
et eons Ged,and[a conſequently pꝛoue 
at- Oed a lier, in thathe did ſo call him, If all 
the Khis be to no purpoſe, I defireto be reſal · 
iedſued, how the Papiſt hath not done open 
ine wꝛong to God, and wherein mp aſſertion 
an-Fisfalie. They ſay (perhaps þ which they 
hould unt) that onei the nature of. God, 
in $I meane his righteouſnefle, acco2ding to 
dt, he created Adam, hath ſomereſpec 
a- — — — — 
er a ſubſtance cozrapted ua; 
to {| tarally inctinable to iniquity ; bat mages 


it F ner, and mo} intruly , that God dy a Notes 


pliable 


ou 
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pliable indifferency and luke warme aft 
tion, hath giuen his outward conſent th, 
all the wickedneſſe of the wozld ; if thig; 
wers true, then hall we neuer haue neg 
ded Jeſus: Ch21T to pap our debt, fo; 


remiſſion needeth if acommiſſion bee onc 
granted: but the wozd oz commandemey 

of God doth refraine vs from all ntanne 

of enill, therefoze may we ſtedfaſtly beg,” 
lene, that God neuer gaue man free-w 

to commit euill. 1 


high treaſon against God, 82 I bang d 
ted them to anſwer "fog. themſelues 
tuft accuſation : if it be aun that I hauf. 
done them miurp, I will not faile ta an 
ſome way to make them ſo large ame 
as my fault ſhall be adindged to requti 
and ſoto appeaſe their charitable — 
Zeale muſt if they be found to haue retained no x 
be ordered modeſty m defente fo2 the righteouſnef 
by 2% of Godthan his own mond, let their 
(a Gods nante) be condermed as fuli 
and that i map vie the wo2ds of the Ap 
Rom. 10. a. ftle{wwbavc knowledge : and they at la 
lunus off their free-wilt and meritoz10u 
© righteouſaeſle , and remerently giue 
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ith, the woꝛd of God, which is not aſhamed 
us boldly to plead in the behalfe of his 
Smnipotency and pzonidence, in ruling 
Ind diſpoſing the actions af all things. 
The Lord did harden the heart of Phe» Exod.g.12. 
* ſent 5 euill — to vex Saul He 3 
th appointed euill, and put a ſpirit of ly. K. 
g into the mouth of the — z Hee 4s "IN 
Ruſeth man co.departfrom his feare j He EH 64. 17. 
ath ſent ſtrong deluſion, that lies might ** the 31. 
beleeued j He raiſeth vp the euill in the £7 . v. 
M ouſes ot his owne ſeruants; He doth make 
Peace, and create euillʒ He giueth vp into a rom, 1.48, 
probare minde; He doch all the euill that Exec. 10. 9. 
in the Citie z He deceiueth the Prophets 
hich be dectiued, ſtretcheth forth his 
und vpon thoſe Prophets that himſelſe 
ach deceiued, and deſtroieth them from 
idſt his people, and yet is alwaies all ho- 
and righteous. 
0 Well, notwithſfanding theſe, whole 
*DSoufands of ſuch like, which cruſh in pie⸗ 
$ the free-will of man, and moll ſtrong ; 
under pꝛop the oꝛdinance of God ; pet 
ay Inet think thus to pack yp my pipes 
Md be trudging, leaf J ſerme to triumph 
uSfoze the victozy, and to boat of a blaſt 
Hat ſhaketh no cozne. Therefoze, hauing 
D ſetled 
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ſetled my ſelfe once againe to my defence, 
at length there alighteth this perilous: 
Obiection ftroke : What ſirrah, ſaith maſter Avuer 
ſarp,if pon wil ſo malapertly auouch tha 
Adam had no fre- will, it ſhall come t 
paſſe, that in that action of falling he 
no will at all, e ſo conſequently,thatG 
did vſe ſome actuall conſtraint : which b 
ing granted, how (J p2ay pou) could & 
uniſh him oz his poſterity, as being d 
d in the ſame fall: Fozſoth J anſwe 
that after ſuch time as Adam had giuet 
care to Datan, his heart began to ſw 
and wax ſo big with Concupiſcence, tha 
be would n&ds ſtrike ſaile to his ov 
miſfaztune : v ſte now J goe about no 
thing lelle than to rob and diſpoile Adana 
of a will, that was fre vnto euill. 
But my purpoſe is, that Satan be ache 
counted the mediate Anthoz thereof : Fo; 
ſuteip it can in no wiſe be a kin to tha 
will which was ginen him of God, excepſi 
it were poſſible foz Cod to haue a ſinf 
will alſo, to whoſe likeneſſe he was f 
med, as we haue already pzoued- 
Manzfree-- Map, I ſay mozeoucr, that as the u 
wil,is0n- of Adam befoze his fall was free-vy 
cu. Cighteouſneſſe, and to the ſeruice of & 


Euerlaſting Lite. 55 
ce euen ſo after he had giuen his conſent vn- 
us to Satan, that his will, and conſeguentiy 
er4the will of his Of-ſpzing was alwaies 
hat tre vnto euill, and the ſeruite of nne not 
> of it ſelfe without the grace of God, 
to riſe bp to behold the beauty of 
zfo it is wꝛitten, After yee were Rom c. 
he ſeruamts of ſinne, yee were free from 
ghteouſneſſe : All are gone out of the Pal 14.3. 
y , they are all cotrupt, there is none 
good, no not one: The Lord ſaw that the Gen. 6, 5. 
ickedneſſe of man was great in earth, and 
ul che imaginations of his heart and 
oughre were onely euill continually, 
Here if the heat of mine Aduerſaries 
ere ſo farre paſt, that they would panſe 
d b:eathe, I might take oppoztunity to 
et fall this ond f&ble ſtroke. If Adam in 
His righteous eſtate and high perfection, 
d powdr te doe the wall of God if be 
epSnonuld; and pet did fall thzough infirmity : 
dw ſhall the Papiſt (that ofhimſelfe hath 
tot power to one god thought)ful- 
the whole Law, and deſerue ſo boun- 
ö ö foz himſeife, f ſuch of his friends 
will friendly conſider his paines : Alas The folly 
; ſoule, he hav mage nud to ſtand hard - 
D 2 to? 


Adams 
power. 


ObicIion 


Anſer. 


Diuine pzoutidence-of God, ret all 
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to his tackling, and to piy his fumps a- 
pace, 02 elle J feare mee he will be taken 
— with hypocrites and deceigers of 


Well, all this while doe 3 heape hot 
coales bpon mine owne head; fo; having 
granted that the firſt mans fall did fpzingi 
out of that boſame of infirmitp,now 
A pzepare my ſelfe to beare off this co 
terbnffe : foz, ſaith the Adnerſary, 
are ye taken like a deſperate Cockerell 

pour Father Manicheus owne bzov. F 
how could infirmity deffrop the li 
ments and cod parts of man, and get 
goale againſt all that vpzightneſle wh 
with God indued him? 

JI anſwer, it is true indeed :Ergo, wh 
an abſordity ariſeth out of fre- wilt 
Therefoze if J had not (ranſferred 
whole intereſt of things ere nom, to 


obiection come tw late. x 
Keaſ. By the proceſſe of this ci 
ſtance, I perceiue that Adem had on 
to ſtand and obſerue the 
dement of God, if he would ; but in th 
he not onely would not, bur alſo on « 
other ſide willully, and like a * Ca 
wn 


| 8-#downe himſelfe , and his off-ſpring into 
ken baſe misfortune, from the cop of felicicie z 
3 of Yurely ic is moſt wonderfull ro me: where- 
f chere yer ariſerh this queſtion, Why 
ould he not? a 
Reli. Doubtleſſe J cannnot aduertiſe 
bee of a moze fo2cible cauſe than the 03- 
inance of God: but if thou wilt, we may 
ſpeake moze plainely. 
Therefoze , it fared with Adam in 
gat eſtate, as now adayes it doth with 
any men, that will not hane great 
itte of money in their coffers, becauſe 
thethep cannot get it. De Adam would not 
Tontinue in his integritie (fo2 in truth he 
ell willingly) becauſe hee could notrefiſt 
ie 02dinance of his God: but leſt we map 
teme to wander without our liſts , let 
Saniour Chziſt witnefſe the truth 
this caſe : Come yee bleiſed of my 


prepared for you before the foundation 
ff che world; Againe, hee is called che 


orld. 

Therefoze let vs conclude, that if the 
t ibe were flatne from the beginning 
caRwherof we may not doubt, in as much as 
unt D 3 ths 


118 
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The cauſe 
why A. 
dam fell, 


ather ( ſaith hee ) poſſeſſe the kingdome Mar.25.34 


mbe flaine from the beginning of the Ac. 13.8 
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the holy Ghoft hath ſpoken it ) e the king «| b. 
dome of heaven (the ſame kingdome 
meane that wee ſhall eniop thzongh leſu 
Chriſt) were pzepared foz the childzen 0 
God befoze the foundations of the wozld 
that the fall of man was pzepared in li 
manner : foz the one cannot bee without 
the other. 

Reaſ. Verily in this wonderfull ſecret 
ſo Reaſon doth vtterly faile me. 

Reli. Anſwer thy ſclfe, it was not f 
nought that the Apoſtie himſelfe hau 
waded in this matter, whoſe inſight 
neither to be meaſured by reaſon, no 
art p2oſpectine, was fozced ta caſt 


SANE O SE EaSS $ 


— 
— 
FA 


of God | how ynſcarchable are his iud 
ments, and his waies paſt finding out ? 
dal be the part therefoze of all the t 


þelecues. (Which wee know by the Scripture) 

8 to deſcry it. 
Rea. Truly] haue not much to ſay agai 

thee, norwithſtanding it ſeemeth yer 
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g þerweene Gods prouidence, & mans free- 
wil. the cruch hangeth in doubtſul ballance. 
fu Reli. Mel. I grant it may ſeme ſo bnto Two n- 
off reaſon, 3 will therfoze ſhew thee tworea- te r 
ld ſons. that ſhal conclude the matter.When 
God had ſet befoze him this wonderfull 
19 maſſe, ont of which he fozmed heanen and 
earth , and all things that they both doe 
containe, we are to bethinke vs whether 
hee did behold man ez whom be made the 
woꝛld, and mere well aduiſed what event 
would follow him: if he were where 
is then » fozcknowlevge ap ing to 
the wiſdome of God, whereof the Apoſtle _ 
ſaith, The foundation ol the Lord isfure & * Ti. 
hath this ſeale, the Lord knowerh who are 
his ? And in another place coupling to the 
ſame fo:eknowledge,his.gwn wil:whom, 
\gith he, che Lord hath foreknowne, them 
alſo hath he predeſtinated that they might 
be like the imoge of his Son. I vnto Go 
we grant this fozcknowledge, which, with- | 


Rem. 8.29. 


him of 

him fo no God at all; then is 

lon both true and eafte, 

the total of mans demerits were un the 
D 4 als 


f 


. 
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almighty eye of his perceining that m 
would apply himſelfe to all kinde of miſ# 
demeanoz, pet did he finde nothing that he 
did miſlike, which he ſuffered to happen 
foz he might haue ſtaied his hand in time 
good enough as J ſuppoſe. - 


Theſecod Mp ſecond reaſon cleaueth ſo faſt to that 


realon. 


Wifemen 
of che 
world. 


foze⸗ knowledge of God, that they may 
ſ&me cater Couſtus, and ſomewhat nea 


rer; Powbeit foz as much as it will gi 
great light in the matter, as alſo becau 
Reaſon may bery well plap her part the 
in, we will not neglect the ſame. Ther 
foze this it is; Conſidering that the 


dome take [ſuch a thing in hand witho 
an eſpeciall purpoſe what hall 
thereof; which notwithſtanding in rel 

of God are bery blockes, and all th 
actions of vile regard: We are diligent 
ly ta obſerue, whether the ſame put poſ 
ought much maze. to bee granted to 
Gan of all wiſedame in that notable a&iy 
enn en creation: if it be 
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ate according to the purpoſe of him which 
worketh all things: J would faine learne 
f Sim Hophiſker, whether God having 
ppointed our end ſare and certaine, in 
is owne vnchangeable purpoſe, had foz- 

7 the efficient canſes of the ſame, Efficicm 

3 left them to the wilde hazard of the Cue. 

Dice, oz to the gentle courteſie of Ladie 
oꝛtune. It becauſe wee ſeeme tocarry 
ine the head in our owne hand (which neuer 
he leſſeare foz the moſt part reffrained 


earthlp cauſes the DR D Wwozketh by 
meanes 2: who will not thinke him madde 
that ſhall exclude our thoughts, wo2des 
and veeds,from wo2king the end of Gods 
fozeknowledge and purpoſe ? 
Rea/. But it God in this ſort be the wor- 
ker of all things, it ſeemeth chat all free- 
dome of mans will is bereſt, and truely this 
is euen as much as to deny man to be a rea» 
ſonable creature. 
Reli. Although J have not defracted Freedome 
kram the freedome of will, ſo much — of will, - 
ou 
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thou haſt canſe ts gather that conſequent{9 
ont of mp wozds : pet foz my better an- 
ſwer to this obienton, J will vie th 
belpe of Saint Auguſtine, who ſaith; Ir iat 
vndoubted that wee will, when wee will 
and that we doe worke, when wee workeſ v 
but to bee able to will, and to bee able to f 
worke , hee bringeth to palle in vs, offa 
whom it is ſaid, God is hee, that workethſ t 
in vs, both to will, and to doe: againe the t 


Auguſt. de ſame Auſtine, Which of vs (ſaith he) dare i 
trat & lib. auouch that mankinde was vtterly ſpoiled] 8 
Arbit<-16. of free · will by the ſinne of the fitſt man jt 


Freedome periſhed indeed through ſinne, 

but it was that freedome wherewith man 

was created in Paradiſe, free to enioy tyl 
righteouſneiſe, and immortality : for the 

which the nature of man ſtandeth in need 

Auęuſtine of grace, according as the Lord himſelſe 
zent doth ceftifie, ſay ing: If the Son doe deli- 
=p, uer you, then ſhall you be free indeed, free 
can. | meane to liue well, and vprightly: for ſo 
farre is it off, that frce-will did periſh alto- 
gether in ſinners, that by the ſamefree-will 

men doe offend, eſpecially they that take 

pleaſure in lin, and which being delighted 

with ſinne, doe with pleaſure greedily fol- 
lowcheir owne lufts:thus much S. Auguſt, 

4 Any 


# 


= 
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ent And now to conclude, if by that freedome g. dee 
an / of mans will which thou ſaiſt is bereft grauccd. 
he by the doctrin of pzonidence,thou meaneſt 
t iiſchat man doth not enill willingly , and 
111, with a plaine conſent and tracnableneſſe 
kegvato @atan the Tempter; ſo farre am A 
: col from bereauing him of that will, that A 
off affirme, his minde and will to be carried 
eth to enill things moſt willingly, acco2ding 
thei to the ſaping, After ſinne, man is free from 
are tighteoulneiſe. Foz the moze certaintie let prooſe. 
led} a man enter into hinſelfe, and conſider 
ni whether it be compul ſlon, that doth canſe 
ne, hum to ſinne, oz his owne voluntary will 
an and I doubt not but he ſhall ſon perteiue 
ulll the whole fault in his owne frewill : but 
hel if by freeneſle, thou meane neuer ſo little 
ed an ablenefſe of mans own p2oper ffrength 
e to perfozme neuer ſo little good 03 evill: 
-li-4 IJ willingly doe emb2ace thy obicaion; 

| namely,that man hath no fre dome at all, — 2 
ſo} under the warrant of all thoſe places ß 
o- Scripture which J haus already cited to 
ill thateffec, and many other ſuch : fo2 who 
ke | knoweth not, that if the Lozd himſelfe, 
ed} by his onely magnificent power ſhould 
- | not continnally ſuppozt the world, that 
em Doe" 

an 
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e tumbled together into vtter confuffongyc 
how then can we haue the face to ſay th 

we haue ability to doe this god thing, . 
that bad thing, be it neuer ſolittle, as of | 
our owne pzoper ſkrength : v 

Dn the other ſide, if thon meane thay 
Papifts deliberating ez chuſing fr&-willFo: 
as being authoziſed by God to doe, of; 
not to doe his owne commandement 
who will not laugh at this folly ? fa; hoh 
can there be fre liberty giuen, and pet 
ſharpe reſtraint 2 Againe, as we haue 
ready ſaid, thoſe free-willians ceaſenoſi 
to make the Lo2d of ſo groſſe and ru 
underſtanding, az if god and euill 
all good in the eyes of God: but how ca 
that bzabbling be true, when the p2ice 
righteouſne ile was faine tv bee paid wit 
the blood of Jeſus Chziſt e 02 how coul 
he call foz ſatiſfaction, when as by a cet qu 
taine careleſnes he had conſented to euill 
except he were new-fangled accozding ta 
the manner of men: 

Laft of all, if (J ſap)man were ſo much 
Lo2d of himſelfe, that hee had power to 
ſhape out his owne pꝛoper foztune, where 
is thatpurpoſe of God become, that wies] 
ſpake of euen now:? At God held — . 

| pole, 
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lolfpoſe, how can man diſpoſe of himſelfe - 
Foz there cannot be _a ſetled determinati · 
an, and purpoſe in Cod of man, and pet 
s of peculiar power in man to appoint dis 
— end: if by any colour the purpoſe of 
| might be denied, which cannot ber, 
1 02 much as lt is witten of the Chil. 
, 0Þ:en being not pet bozne, which had done 
theither god noz enill, The clder ſhall ſerue 
ohe younger , that the purpoſe of God, 
tt h 4s acco2ding to elegion might re- 
; ſure ; then would all theſe intonue · xqconues 
dMitences following, fall ont againſt God. niences 
1. Firlt and chiefly, that he is careleCe — 
— — in ſuch lozt he hath ginen e- wal 


e off 2. Secondly, that God is vaine 4 idle: 
ithifoz how can he be otherwiſe, that without 
ul mediation oz requeſt, hath done ſuch 
erithings as humſeife in no wiſe regardeth? 

ill, 3- Thirdly, that the @cripture bearing 
 tofwitneffe of his tender longs and fealonfte 

his people, is falſe. 

ich} J. Fourthly, that he neuer ſent Jeſus 
— Chiilt, to pap the ranſome of dur finnes. 
ref 5. Fiftly, that he made not man fo; 
ce | his glozp, with that Angelitall dierence 
r-{ from inſenſible creatures ts ſcrue 3 
e; | ut 
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but rather to obey his owne luff. | 

6. Sixtip, that God doth canununicat 
with ſome fellow Partners, as SatanÞ 
Fo2tune, oz man, in the gouernment 
thoſe creatures that be his owne. 

7. Seuenthly, ſo far as Jcanperceine 
we might from hence ſhew p:eſidents 
authozity, that it is not vnlawfull foz b 
toliue carelefſe of God altogether ; fa 
God be carelefle of vs, by what meane#- 
ſhould he binde vs to ſo much duty and 
legeance, as he hath commanded by hi 
owne wozd : nay it mould ſeems that we 
might be careleſſe of ſuch a God us had i 
none other ſozt vouchſafed to p2onide fc 
our ſafety: but we know that all theſe ar! 
falſe, and therefoze doe finde our ſelue 
moſt bound to ſerue our God in all t T 
fulneſſe and dutifull obedience. 

Now Sir, if maſter Aduerſary will ca 
about, and come vpon me with this don · N 
ble blow, acco2ding to his cuſtome, 
ſap, God foze-knew indeed from everia-# 
ſting who were his, and attending to the} 
ſame fo2e-knowledge, determined of man 
as after his deſert ſhould requirezand that 
anſwerable to the pzopoztion of his god 
oʒ euill, God did foze-ſe * to P 

ape 
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bape out his rewards fo him, like to the 
Caplo}, that fo2 ſauing of cloth, cntteth 


> fier the ſcantling of his meaſure: I leaue 


he Apoſtle to doe my meſſage in his care, 
phich otherwiſe map ſteme to call him 


ul pen lier,ſaping:The purpoſe of God doch Kom.g.rr. 


emaine according to election, not ol! 


orks, but of him that calleth : And again, 


hat election is of grace, & not of works. Rom. l. 6. 


ne. In the other ſide, the oner-ſitting of flat 
Fontraries doth require, that the rep20- 


dates oz off-caſts ſhould be reiected acco2- 
ding ts the iudgement of God, whom hs 
jad pzepared fo; his gloʒy to deſtrudion: 


golla: ſo doth the Apoſtle witnefle. Beſides 


— y Fowle of the aire: he numbreth the hairs 
to f our head, and ſuttercth not one haire to 


we 


his alſo, very reaſon doth inffruct vs, 

hat as often as the criptare maketh 
nention of the pꝛedeſtination of the cha- No.1 
en ſozt,ſo oft is the pzedeſtination of the Frhr. 
cpzobates confirmed: Now therefoze to q;,.7.4. 
ziuc fre-will his packing penny, we map 

doldly ſap ; that if fr&-will be, Gods p20- 
dente is not ; if Gods pꝛouidence is, let 

cheſe teſtimonies ſuEice. He 1s with cucry Providece. 
iccle bird that lalleth on the ground ; hee Mat. 10.29 


cedeth the Rauens, and prouiderh for eue- 1 C46. 
Mat. 10. 50 


Luk. 1. 21. 


periſh 
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_ wichout his will ; he diſpoſerh th 
U: he telleth our daies, numbreth out 

monerhs, and limiteth our bounds, whict 
we ſhall not paſſe, &c. Ts pzoue that fr 
will is not, J crpue none other witneſſiß 
than S. Auguſtine, wziting vpon the 2Tpi 

Free-witt le of Pclagius,Chap. 10, I can ſee nothing 

coofated (faith l) ia the whole Scriptures giuen b 

by A»g+f. God in commandement to man, to proucf 
that man hath free-will, chat may nor bee 
ſound, either to be giuen of Gods liberality 
or required to ſer forth the aſſiſtauce of his 


grace. 
Reaſ. What thinke you then of the per- 


miſhon or ſufferance of God, whereby h 
15 laid to ſuffer finnes ? ; 
Relig. I in ſufferance we obſerue al- 
waies this thing, that God wozketh not 
pꝛoperiy in the wicked, but doth leaueÞ 
them oner to Matan, and their owne luſts, 
and pet reſerve his pzonidence , that hae 
may not ſtand as an idle loker on, ſarelyÞ 
we ought not to reiea it but if any hall 
goe about te ſet Gods ſufferanco and his 
will at oddes, he will loſc his labour, and 
p2oue himſelfc a fole. Berenpon ſaith . 
Bezs full well, in his boke of queffions 
and anſwers, If ſufferance — | 
gain 
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thegainſt willingneſfe, firt J ſap, it is falſe, 
out and ſecondly vtterlp againſt reaſon. 
ich} That it is falſc, is manifeft by this, 
rü chat if God ſuffer anp thing to be dong 
ent gainſt his wil, then ſurely is he nat God, 
pi hat is to ſay, almighty : But if he be ſaid 
ingFo ſuffer a thing, as though he were rech⸗ 
 byyeſſe, how farre are we from the opinion 
ouedf Epicurus ? It temaineth then, that loke 
beewhat he ſuſtereth to be dane, he (nffe- 
ty,xeth it willingly : herewith doth Saint 
uRuguſtine agree, ſaying : If we ſuffer ſuch Auguſt, a- 
s are Vnder our correction, to doe wie- $2ink luli- 
&cdly in our light: Wee muſt needes be *. c. 3. 
hought acccellaries to their wickednelle 
ut God doth premit ſinne to range with- 
ut meaſure cuen before his eies, wherein 
he were not willing, ſurely hee would 
ot ſutter it intany wiſe, and yet is hee 
ighecous notwithſtanding. Now there⸗ 
ze to top the mouthes of canillers, 
hich in no ſenſe will away with this 
iſtinction of will and ſufferance , but 
on doe giue ſentence by a neceſſarp 
onſequent , that God is the authoz of 
nne, let vs ſæ whether the Apoſtle doth 
oconclude : what (ſaith he) 1f God wil- N. 1.40 
ing to ſhew his wrath, and to make his 
E power 
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power knowne, did ſuffer with long pa 
tience, the veſſels of wrath, prepared to; 
deſtruction: Me ſ& he made no conſ 
ence to binde oz knit vp the will of Ge 
and his ſufferance together, as by the ci 
cumſtance of the ſame Chapter moſt eui 
Wranglers dently appeareth 7 Ergo, they are all ca 
nillers that doe ſay that God ſuffere 
any thing that he hath not willed befozg 
and. | 
e Reaſ. Thus haſt thou not only defeuy 
ded and very ſufficiently proued the pre 
uidence of God, but alſo as it were by t 
haire of the head haled free-will of ch 
ſing, and all idle ſufferanee out of door 
which in truth haue beene the protelle 
enemies to the ſame prouidence of © 
Gods will time: Now therefore | pray you declare 
andpu- whatſoret God doth will fimne, and yet iu 
niſtunent. Jy puniſh ir with that dreadtull deſtructic 
of body and ſoule. 

Relig. Thou knoweſt the will of Ge 
is only the rule of righteonſneſe, fre 
whence it is his god will and pleaſure 

Exod.14.4. be glozified ; fo; ſoitis w2itten of P 
raoh : therefoze doth he will, oz ſuffer 
inflp : and becauſe that commandeme 
oz law, whereby he limiteth the con 


"8 
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pe of righteouſneſſe, is not onely tranſ« 
:d i greſſed, but alſa no ſparke of incling- 


nſci4 tion found in man to perfozine the righ⸗ 
Gon teonſneſſe therein required , therefoze 


> cirydoth the LORD moſt iaſtly puniſh 
euiſ finne. 
cas Rea/. But this is no anſwer ; for if 


rreiſ ſo bee the Lord doth appoint man to 
eko inne for his glory ſake, and neuerthe- 
lelle reſtraining the execution thereof, 
eſenſ vſe his rod or correction, ſhall it not 
abe faid that God is vnrighteous, in chat 
e ſtretcheth forch his hand vpon Inno- 
cents? 
Religion. Nap rather, hee that ſhall 
Sbuſily goe about to knit the Lozd vp 
in ſuch a fraight, that hee map not doe 


ulfated foz himſelfe, what ſ@meth beſt 
onto his wiſdome, doth bndonbtedly 
tommit double and vnſpeakable abomt- 


Into him that will contend with his Ma- 
ker, a brictle porſherd , of the out- caſt 
potſherds of the earth: ſhall che clay ſay 
vnto the Potter, Why doeſt thou make 
mei mce thus ? did thy hands faile chee in 
n worke ; Woe vnto him that faich to 


E 2 his 


LAS \ 


with his owne creatures, which he cre⸗ Pro. 16.4 


nation; foz ( ſaith the P2ophet ) Woe Ef. 455. 


—— 
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his Father, what haſtthou begotten ? or to 
his mother, what haſt thou brought forth: 
What though the Lord will haue mercy! 
and will harden whome he will harden? 
Is chere vnrighteouſneſſe with God ? God 
forbid, ſaith the Apoſtle. If this anſu 
map not ſerne ſufficiently, take this by the 
wap which we haue already handled: 
The cauſe of unis reſiant: but the cauſe 
wherefoze ſinne doth become finne, 2 
ſo puniſhable, muff be aſcribed to the o 
dinance of God: now Wwhoſoeuer dof 
content himſelfe with this, doth ſ@ke 
cauſe bepond the will of God. Pet u 
know that varkereſſe doth ſernice to th 
light, and ſinne (ſo farre as it is willed a 
puniſhed by God ) doth illuſtrate the gle 
ryof God. 

Reaſ. In what ſort therefore may we ſa 
thar wicked men docthe will of God ? 

Reli. Af by the name of Will, pe meat 
that thing, that is pleaſing in the fight 
God,and connep the wozd doe, to ari 
intent of obtaining, in this caſe trr 
the wicked ſozt not onelp doe not the w 
of God, but alſo wholelp doe leade au 
themſelues to the will of Satan: But 
the wozd will be taken in that gener: 

5 


Note this 
well. 


x aw 
16. 5 
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or to ſignification, ts wit, foz that thing which 
th? the Lozd hath willingly purpoſed fo 
cy i bzing to paſſe, and refer the wozd doe, not 
den i ts the intent and purpoſe of the doer, but 
GodJts the enent and ſnueceſſe of the matter, it 
wer map in no caſe be donbted, but God doth 
p the] execute his will by @athan, and all the 
led :} wicked company of men: As foz exam- Examples. 
aulef ple: it is ſaid that the Chaldeans were ****->*- 
and appointed of God to puniſh the. diſo ?: 
e o bedient Iſraclites, therefoze as farre as 
dothi they wzought accozding to this appoint- 
ke ment which was ſecret, and kept cloſe 
t wi from them, they did the will of God: but 
o tha fo2 as much as the Loꝛd hath giuen no 
ed og outward commandement, 02 tokent to 
gloſ them, whereby they might bethinks them- 
ſelues, to dee the wazke of God in that 
e ſal action, but did rather hearken to Dauth-s 
> FJſaiers, and obep their owne cruelty oz 
an laff, they did not onely- not the will of 
ht of God, but alſo oppoſeu themſelues full 
rial butte againſt it: fo: the commmndergent 
rneld ſaith, chou ſhalt loue thy neighbour, as 
will thy ſelfe : thou ſhale conic no mutther, 
wall The like we finde of Pharaoh, parſuing Gen.37.29 
zut the people of God: of loſeph; hun be- 
then and many other. 


3 Rea. 


8 


be Real. I perceiue then the will of God is 


manner of either for that prouident and vnſcarchable 


Fr 


y to 


3 — 


o to be taken two manner of waics, to wit, 


wiſedome, not alwaies manifeſted to the 
world, by which all things are moſt mea - Ia 
ſurably ordred according to the everlaſting 
purpoſe of God, in which ſince wee ought 
to detract nothing from the good pleaſure 
of God, becauſe he ſhould not be omnipo- 
tent, if any ſmall ſucceſſe of things ſhould 
fall out contrarie to the ſame, and alſo that 
Gods will is taken for that, which by word 
or commandement, hee hath opened vnt 
vs, the performance whereof is onely go 
and acceptable in che light of God. 

Reli:Þo it is. 

Nraſ. But may wee not ſay that Go 
comtnandeth ſinne, ſeeing hee doth afte 
aſore will ic? 

Reli. Godfozbid? it is the moſt hozribl 


commiadcd of all blaſphemies: neither is the.conſe-$t 


quence good, God willeth all things, ther · Ir 
foze hs Moweth all things : tos he willeth 
many things, which hee dothſuffer, notJt 
becauſe ſimply he doth allow of them, butf1 
after a certaine manner: fo2 ſo far as bel 
ſaffreth ſo far doth he allow t will them: It 
but lo farre as hee hath reſpect to the In · i 
ftraments 


Xx 


Euerlaſting Life, N 
d is gruments whoſe actions they are, ſo far 
oth he diſallow and puniſh them. 

Therefoze althongh we doe faithfullp 
old, and beleene acco2ding as wee are 
aught , in the Confeſſion of Chaiſtian 
aith, that God the Father Almightie 
illeth all things, and by his power 
2ingeth all things to paſſe, enen as hes 
illeth them, pet doth it not follow that 
ce is the authoꝛ of finme, delighted with 
iquitie, oz that @atan and men doing 
| doe obey God in that they doe enill, 
that they das the will of God, in that 
ey doe enill, and therefoze are not to be 
lamed : foz beſides that wicked men doe 
wil of God, that is taſay,thoſe things 
t are oꝛdamed kram euerlaſting, they 
oz the moſt part doe their owne wozke, 

t is te ſay, that which they haue a will 
themſclues and moſt greedie appetite 
ſe:#to doe, as wee haue oftentimes ſaid al 
er-Jreadie. 
thi Reli. J perceiue pour meaning, neuer⸗ 
thele ls that it is a ſtrange purpoſe 02 wil 
ut] whoſeeffects are not appliable, and fami- 
beJliarly conſenting thereunto; yet doe not 
n tde effects of Gods Oꝛdinance meet well purpoſe x 
n · in that ſecret purpoſe of God: foz = 22 
ts C 4 $ 


God like 
to 4 king, 


LS 
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the ſecret ozdinance comp2chendeth al 
things withont exception : and the Com 
mandement doth as it were,connterman 
all euill, and ſimply allow of none ſan 
god things enely : Therefoze J woul 
haue pon, by ſome cxample,to make theſ 
things mo2e capable, which pet doe ra 
ther ſeeme to make God contrary to him 
ſelfe than otherwife, ' 

Relig. J will therefo2e take the caſe 
ffand thus: a Kmgreonſulting with hi 
ſelfe, and purpoſing to declare his honour 
and antho2ity, enaneth ſuch lawes an 
ſtatutes, as the beſt induſtry of his ſu 
ieus ſhall not be able to obſetue: pꝛete 
ding neucrtbcleſle, of his owne eſpecial 
grare, to bee fanourable, ez merciful! 
ſome, and vpon the remnant of tran 
greſfo2s , to execute Juſtice : From thi 
head-ſp:img, to wit; the honour of tt 
Bing doe diffill two ftreames, the o 
fo; his beicned ſubicas, to d:inke at, a 
line ; the other fox” the malignant, 
d2own themſclaes in: the courſes of theſt 
two being made contrary in effect, asi 
reſpee of their p2operty, by him that he 
the Law in his hand, bce neuertheleſſ 
made fat in the boſome of the fountai 

an 


Serge 


ener 


Furrer! 
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All and doe met together againe in one, 
ma in the vttermoſt point, to wit, the honoz 
mot a Bing as a Be going out empty, doth 
zug returne laden with honep to her Miue: 
uli to as the King without lawes, had beene 
cſGno King, no2 his dignitp diſcerned ; fo by 
raghislawecs, bis hano2 is become two-fold 
mas in puniſhing whom hx liſt, and in 
ſhewing mercp on whom he will; ſo that 
etahis mercy and iuſtice (it hee had had no 
mylawes, oꝛ if his lawes had beene capable 
to all his people) that had neuer beene 
knowne, are two notable pillers of his 
kingdome to his onclp hanour, and the 
great d2cad and admiration of his (ub- 
as. 

Afare thy ſelfe, that ſo it is in that 
wonderfull ozdinance of the Almighty, 

g whoſe purpoſe is not of cleaion and re- 
p2obatton, noz of any sther ſucceſſe of 
common things, which notwithſtan⸗ 
ding he c2dereth as is ſaid already; ſo 
much as of his owne glozy,accozding to y 


and made man. This thing the heauenly 
wiſdome of God did perceive might come 
to paſſe moſt conueniently by ſuch a p2e- 
ſcription as ſhould onfozce the like effects 
to 


i {aying, For my glory I created, formed E34 
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to the law afe2cſaid (though in the f 
man his inſtice is very well defended) 
note, alwayes betwene the purpoſe g 
ing befoze the Law (which is the glozy c 
God) and the effects of the Law (whic 
No repug- are his mercy and iuſtice) is no repugh: 
_ nancie, but one pure and peaceable agrs 
ment, foʒ the Law condemning all men i 
the purpoſe of God, doth ſhew fozth'h 
glozp in the moſt liuely colours of x 
and iuſtice, acco2ding to his firſt intent. 
A werldly Reaſ, Why, ſhall wee fay then, Man iſ: 
— not puniſhed for his due deſert, bot lor t 
glory of God ? And who, I pray you, ſh 
not account him mad, that will ſtrike & 
horſe being teathered, becauſe he doth nc 
feed at libertie? 
Excuſe tz- Relig. Nay rather, who ſhall not 
kenfrom count him moze than twiſe beſides him 
man. FCelfe,that doth reſemble the image of Go 
to a bznit beaſt ? Did not God gine vn 
man vnderſtanding, will, and ablene ſſe t 
ſtand vpꝛight, till ſuch time as he wilfullhr 
foze went it, as wel as he gaue him a com 
mandement : Beſides this, although the 
hozſe vſing lawfully, as in reſpec of hin 
ſeife (having kinde, his naturall mil 
fo; his warrant the benefit of his 1 
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that all fault (it faults may be here re⸗ 
) peſharſed) reſteth in the teatherer,and none 
gig the teathered, either foz feding, oz not 
wy erving : what of this: To Whom had 
bic$od done iniurte, if he had tied him to 
pughat teather, that he were as inſenſible 
res a blocke : Is not he the true and onely 
n üwner of all things? If he be, to whom is 
di bound, that he may not vle the benefit 
his will without controlement - Shall 
nt. e por ſay to the Potter, why haſt thou 
an ide me thus ? 

th Thus docſt thou ſc the falſhoad of @i- 
ſhaſhilies, whereby the wily wzanglers of 
ke He wozld doe oftentimes pꝛoue them- 
nat ues moze doltiſh than dolts, meaſuring 
de Almighty with carthly things, and 
 ac{is wildome by their owne folly, 
Pozcouer, J p2ay you, where is that 


1 
Boine fellow that will not confefſe himſelfe 
mti nner: if he be a ſinner , "why is he 
e ti aptious as though he were pure and vn 
uilpotted : what Vong is offered vnto him No aan 
ame he de caſt into the bottome cf hell? Let 
th 


ie ſee the baue free -willian, (landing 
inMok vpon the pantables of ſupereroga- 
ion, that is not glad rather to ride at this 
hoz, when he perceineth the ſeas of 

death 


Jer 
＋ 
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Note this death ready to cloſe him (God is right 
r ons, J-am a wzetched finner, and werft 
enn. therenodeſert aboue mine, the tozmenth 
of hell ſwarld be mine inheritance ) tha 
to affirme that by the liberty of del 
ting on the ends of god and euill, he | 
purchaſed heauen by his owne wozt 
nefle. 

Reaſ. Well, I perceive the myſtery 
the matter reſteth in Adam our fiſt x 
rent, whoſe fault doth heape the iudgii 
ments of God vpon his poſterity: but ho 
can it ſtand with Gods iuſtice, ro puniſh oþ 
men for one mans fault? 1 

Reli. Uerilp and this exeption £l 
might haue ſome god colour, if any ma 
being fre of his owne fault, could pzoufv 
the burthen of another mans to be caſt affc 
his ſhoulders: but alas, why ſhould ane 
man complaine of w2ong knowing hin 
ſelfe genlty of ſo many enills, as are cot 
thed in his owne nature: doth it not far 
(ſaith P. Caluin ) with ſuch fellowes 
as with Therues which being led to ti 
gallowes , doe exclaime of the Judge 
pes doubtleſſe: but if they would conſit 
how miſcrable the comfo2t is, that is ho: 
rowed of that poze reuenge, they wo 

pceupt 


A cauill 
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ghtepccupie their heads about their owne de · 
verFerts which doe make them befoze God 
ientfilwaies guilty of cuil deſeruing, moze 
hYhan bodily death, and foz the moſt part 
de boo be iuſtly condemned of the wozld and 
vie that malipartneſſe, eſpecially 
nding therein no remedp. The conclu- 
on is this, and my aduice alſo, that 
ry Juch as doe finde themſelnes grieued in 
t pi Adam, ſe&ke hencefozth to be well pleaſed 
gein Cbziſt. 
ho Rea/. Surely I haue nothing to ſay a- 
ſh Qpainſt chee, therefore Icome yet backe to 
tha which thou haſt partly anſwered : for 
Elgwhy ? I cannot be ſarsfied in this wonder- 
maJfull myſtery of Gods ſecret and reucaled 
2008 will, therefore | pray you to enligliten me 
- once againe with ſome example more ſa- 
miliar, than that other. 
— Reli Firds muſt he wonder and to ng 
cougpurpoſe, that goeth about to be as wiſe 
fat as God, and to baderſtand all the ſecrets 
es of his will, which ( ſaith the Apoſtle are 
| thy paſt finding out: but againe, take the caſe 


It 


ge i to ſtand thus; the Loꝛd that diſpoſeth of Anexam- 
ideq all things in their appointed ſeaſons pnt- plc of gods 
bog teth the Partridge into the Parlins fot, provide: 


the pzetty bird into the Fowlers ſnare, 
ſetteth 
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ſetteth the Ore fot vpon the fillp woꝛm 
b2ingeth the ſwelling waters out of th 
channels to the ſtoze-houſe of the pa 
pzouident Ant, the little fiſh into the ne 
the Lambe to the laughter-houſe , thi 
Lyon to the bunters hand, and man f 
his due deſert oftentimes to a Warpe a 
ſudden death: this God in his righteou 
indgement, hath pze-o2dained my ſonn 
to die amidff the mercilefſe waues of th 
Scan. | 

But foz as much as nature, the enem 
ts true wiſdome, doth net ſuffer mee 
p&ld vp mine intereſt, to the oꝛdinan e 
God (which vou may ſuppoſe, actoꝛt 
to ſome extraozdinarie manner is diſc 
ſed vnto me,) I ſap vnto him, Sonne aß 
ſure thy ſelfe that no action in this wozl 
(hall diſcontinue my fauour and god wi 
towards thee. 

Againe, J make thee Lo2d of 
whole reuennes, vie all that J have 
oz may pꝛocure foz the; ſo that in con, 
fideration hcreof, thou wilt grant m 
thy trne and faithfull alleageance in thi 
onely point; depart not thy natiue cout 
trep, and à craue no moze : fo2 at wha 
time ſoener, thou ſhalt commit thy ſelfy! 

but 
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21nefunts Saile and Paſte, thou dieff the 
the@death, there is no remedie z thus fan» 
poSeth thy owne ſafety , thus thy perill, 
 neffhas my hearty requeſt, and thus Jleaue 
the, 

n fd Mell, this my ſonne acco2ding to the 
e argnanner of men, haning a body at home, 
couſund a minde elſe-where, than where it 
annhould bee, neither making conſcience of 
them great liberty, commandement, noz 
np other god deſert, noz pet reſpecting 
enmithe danger of his owne perſon, like a 
e nan ledde awap with nonelties, and the 
'e riall of ſtrange adnentures , rather 
dinthan effeming an hone life, and the 
ſcloSutp of a childe, committeth himſelfe to 
e aflthe ſafe conduct of Mill, that ible and 
1021®deſperate Loads-man , and at laff af- 
vilſter many tozmoples, is fozced to fiſh in 
be deepe without his boat, like as befoze 
had told him, ſhall not the man ſ&me to 
aueſdoe me inturie, that ſhall repzone me foz 
conſthis fault of my ſorme, who tuery wap ſs 
mi well and fatherly intreated him as be⸗ 
zigcame me: 
jun Thus much J compare with the Lozd 
phagof deauen, who created man Lo2d of the 
elf whole tarth, ſane that he debarred him 
mt ons 


* # 
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one tre in the middeſt of the garden. Butf 
if thou haply ſay, that all this is not ti; 
the purpoſe, becauſe in the affaires e 
this p2oceſle, J hane concealed no ſe 
cret, but imparted mp whole purpoſe t 
my ſonne: welt J grant, let vs now thereFi 
ſoze pꝛocerd, even here the caſe is alte; 
red; let it be granted alſo, that befoze 
begat my ſonne, I faw the ſequell of thigh 
matter, howbeit fith it concerned my| 
will, J would not onely obſerne mine 
owne pleaſure in that bchalfe, but alſo 
giue my willing conſent to his fatall de 
tiny. / 
2 pꝛap pou in this cafe, who thallſh 
let mee to doe the thing that plcaſethi 
me: what hath mp ſonne to ſay again 
me, oz if hee ſay, and repine neuer teh 
much: is it not folly to kicke againft the 
p2icke 2 but if I in the eie of reaſon, may 
ſceme ſomewhat faulty, oz cruell in thts 
action, vet note that which is moſt vn 
rigbteous in man is alwaies moſt righk 
teous in the Lozdof heauen, with whonet 
no Cxrcatute doth ſtand in comparifon 
Bo2eouer, ſuppoſe that X ſee a blindmanFi 
taking a direc courie vnto a dangerous 
cane, and beſoze his fall, J ſteppe vnt 
him 


Another 
Exaryple. 
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ntfhyim and lay, father beware, and turn ther 
| ke, foz enen here at hand is ſuch a pe · 
| offixill, as thzeatneth thy death: the man not 

lp blinde of bodp, but of minde lame 
e tagalſo, not regarding my fricudly admont- 
reſtion, tumbleth downe headlong, and doth 
te pꝛeake his necke. Is it ſtrange toſ& him 
ge Purnt that will not come off the fire - but 
biMow to the matter, let it be granted, that 
my ſet him in that wap, foze-ſeing his fall; 
inehall he not therefoze bee indited of his 
lo we death? 
Reaſon, Surely : but here canſt thou not 
de clecreaway without touch, for hadſt 
hall hou not ſer the blinde man in that way, he 
ctipiight right-well haue eſcaped char miſ- 
inffÞpccunc.The like may be ſaid ct thy ſoane 
111 
the} Relig. Did J not tell thee, that no creas 
nayfure is to be compared with God? who 
bis# he ſhould damne the whole wozld, ſet- 
vrifling the deſert of Jeſus Chziſt apart; 
gh Pere neuertheleſſe righteous : true it is, 
on 1 had neuer begotten mp ſonne, he had 
on euer bene dzowned. But the cauſe ſtan- 
tan ing vp2ight as I left it, canſt thou ſhew 
ousIny reaſon why J ſhould not beget him, 
ntakeing it was my will; Cuen ſo, if God 
Jim F had 
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had neuer made man, doubtleſſe it ha 
bene long ere man had ſinned : but i 
thoſe things which wee know the Lo: 
bath inſfly done foz his owne glozp ſak 
Icke and let vs be content, and leaue off theſe toy 
ods to be iſh obiettions of iffes and ands; fo2 whe 
lett. pꝛetend we thereby, but to ſet the Loz 
to ſchole; and to take him fo2th a lefſe 
of onr owne mother wit? who ( Ge 
knoweth ) hath much leſſe ned thereof 
than the ſea to bozrow ſame ſmal ſtrear 
of water from poꝛe Bzokes, which 
Hunne bath dzied vp. | 
Rea, Well then, conſidering that nothi 
in the whole world commeth to pat 
raſhly, or caſually, but according to t 
will of God, that is to ſay, his ordinandls. 
may it be ſaid that God hath appointp 
any thing that he miſliketh, whereupon 
| doth take occaſion to miniſter juſtice? |} 
God y- Reli. Doubtleſſe it muſt be grantelſ 
pointed that whatſoeuer God hath appointed, 
al: :hinge appointed altogefber willingly and with, 
"7 ont milliking, otherwiſe might he leer 
variable oz to be conftrained to will tha 
things that he willeth : but ſtay thy ſelf, 
herein appeareth the wonderfull wilde 
of God : foz thoſc things that in tt 
0 
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befoze hun great reſpect of aodneſſe; 


owne pꝛoper nature are nanght, haue pet Sinne hack 


a re lpect 


of pood- 


oA whereby it commeth to paſſe, that ſinne nee. 


ef exact ing at the band of God the due ex- 
oWecution of inffice, in reſpec of his 02di- 
daf nance, is no finne, but righteonſneſſe ra- 
other. 

Toy Ka. How proue you thar ? 

Ba Reli. Js it not p2oofe enough to pꝛoue 
eolthat it concerneth his endlefſe glozp 2 if 
amt bee, remember thy ſelfe what J haue 
tcaiv already thereof befoze; this directory 
in che margent, ſhall direct thee to the 
place, 

daf Poꝛeouer we may pꝛoue it thus: God 
 ancth his choſen by the death of his 
ing onne, foz it is wzitten in the Cpiſtle of 


(A) 


ntFPaul to the Epheſians : But God ſhould EpbeC. 1. 5. 


n Thane ſaued no man in his Sonne, ik there 
' Thad bene no ſinne, but rather the Moly 
[Shot might haue told alie ; Ergo in re- 
pect of Gods o2dinance it is iuſt that 
an is a ſinner. 
Againe, it is greatly to the glozp of 
God, that he ſheweth mercy to ſinners : 
at if ſinne had not bene, man ſbould 
aue needed no mercy: Ergo in reſpec of 
Gods glozy,it is god that man is wicked: 
F 2 gnally, 
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finally, it is greatly to the glozp of Gov, 
that he doth iuſtly puniſh ſane : bat if 
there had bene no ſinne at all, his iuſtice 
had beene vtterly vnknowne oz obſcure? 

Ergo, (in reſpect of Gods glozp) it is ne 

ceſſary that nne be in the wozld. 

Reaſ, By this reckoning thou wile make 
ſinne noſinne. 

Relig. Not befoze it ceaſeth to offen 
God in the bꝛeach of his commandementde 
But A lap, yea, and that well aduiſet 
that in reſpec of the glozp of God, it i 
god that ſinne ſhould be, and better th 
god (if better may be) as it is wꝛitten i 
Exodus, I will harden Pharao his heart 
and he ſhall follow after you, and I will b& 
glorified in Pharao, and in all his ho 
and his Chariors and horſemen, 

Nevertheleſſe, J allure thee that ſin « 
the owne nature is ſo monffrous, that i 
deſerueth ſome name moze odicus thaw 
fin, becauſe the vefilements thereof har 
in ſuch wiſe beſpottcd the nature of man 
that the lnces of heauen are opened th 
by, and the indgements of God dai 
powꝛed downe vpon vs, which is we 
verified in that generall onerflowing 

Gen. 7:20- the wozld, 
Ry 
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od, 


ed difference ? 
ne / Reli. Bow oft hall I anſwer this que- 
tion: Thou knoweft, that mans oziginal 
akenature was ſound, whereof could come 
but ſound fruit; but after that na- 
enture was cozrupted by wilfull diſobedi- 
ent hence, from thence muſt needs ſpzing the 
ſedotten rot of finne : ſo that all the diffe- 
t igirence came by the will of man, and ſo 
haſconſequently reſteth in man, till ſuch time 
n is he is regenerated, being then by impu⸗; 
artet — cloathed with the righteouſneCe of 
1) 2, 


rgo, he worketh ſinne. 

Reli. If by the Came wozke of his, thou 
neane his Almighty power, that vphol- 
eth the wozld, and all things therein, 

dithant which nothing can containe it 
jerflelfe, J grant that euill things are 
zeugt by God, that is to ſay,mediately 
n by the ſame power, becauſe no thought 
wickedneſſe, much leſſe any erecrable 
tion could burſt out, if he would take 
F 3 away 


But if ſinne be good in reſpect of God The diffe- 
t iff whoſe glory is wrought, and euill in renceof 
ficehreſpet of the workes, how commeth the — and 


Reaſ. But God himſelſe, the ſoueraigne Obicftion 
orke · maſter, is ſaid to worke all things: 33% 
Apoſtl 


Paul. 
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away that life and ſtrength that he len 
deth men. which pzeſume to play the re 
bells againſt bim: but if by the wozk 

of ſin, thou doſt ſuppoſe the hand of Go 
to be immediately ſtretched fo2th, to perf 
fozme any wicked action, oz elſe that (if 
hapneth by his together-wo:zking with 
finfull inſtruments: firſt 2 denie the cor 
ſequence, foz it is falſe : and ſecondly 
tondenme it foz the moſt wicked of 
blaſphemies: my reaſon is this, the na 

ol finne cannot agre with God, who is 
the ſoueraigne rote of all righteouſnef 
the nature of ſinne cannot once lav hold 
thereof, becauſe it is vnchangeable, ne 
pet can the paine of fin touch that thing 
that is not favltie, and pet of necellit 
Ghould all theſe follow againſt God, lay 
ing his hand to iniquity. 

Therekoꝛe I conclude thus, the name 
the nature, noz the paine of ſinne, are . 
ny thing accidentall to the nature of Gol! 
but all theſe thate are bꝛed, foſtered, ar 
found in the ſonle and tech of man: Ergoſ 
man is not the inſtrument lo muchas th 
cauſe of ſinne. 

Reaſ. It ſeemeth therefore that tu 
worke of the inſtrument, and the worke of 

God 
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len Pod: vſung the inſtrument, go not alwaics 
e regoyntly together. 
kind Religi. This doubtleſſe is very true, fo: 
Goltbe wozke that ſhould al waies be but one The work 
o per" the opened will of God, is often-times _ 
at (@$7ade twofold by the wozker: pet God by e J 
vindis power wozking in al things,wozketh ble. 
waies well, and is gloziũed and the in- 
ruments not regarding his commande · 
nents, but obeping their owne luſts, doe : 
wapes wozke ill, and are iuſtip puni- 
£ ed. , 
eff Reaſ. Yer of the contrary part I chinke, 
old hat che worke of God in the good, and Werkes 
nahe worke of the good by vertue of the euer ſiu- 
hing oly Spirit which worketh in them, are dle. 
ſit er one, 
lag Religi. J grant it, foz ſo farre doe they 
pozke together, that God doth wozke in 
melthem te will, and perfozme the good 
-e gwozkes of the holy Gholt ; and they foz 
Jodl the allurance of their well wozking, doe 
zulguid themſelues by the light of his wozd. 
rgo[S0 then maiſt thou perceiue that al- 
; td though by Datan, ano the moſt wicked 
men, the tuſt decrees and counſels of God 

t are executed, pet are they thereof foz the 
ce a molt part ignozant, e becauſe they obey 
od * F 4 them- 


; 


j 


Examples 
of ſingle 

& double 
8 


Col. 2. 13. 
Ma. 26.28. 


Pet. 1. 19. 
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themſelues, not regarding the will offi 
God, their wozks are made double. ©OfFa 
this we haue ſpoken ſomewhat befo2e byſth 
the example of loſeph his bzethzen, Pla 
rao, & the Chaldtes puniſhing the diſobe 
dient Iſralices : but that notable examp : 
bf our ſanionr Jeſus Chziſt, doth pe 
make if moze euident to our vnderſtar 0 
ding; Chꝛiſt was the god inſtrument, ou 
df whom God w2ought the pardon of ouirÞ1 
tranſgreffion, who befo2elap faſt toundſo 
vnder ſin. This inſtrument at all times in 
and in all things, ſhewed himſelfc obe di he 
ent to the will of his Father: wherby it iin 
manifeſt, that he alwaves w2ought wel 
with him; bat on the other ſide , whata 
blody-butchers were the Lewes, which 
in themſelues did cauſe the wozk of Gol ; 
to become double? 
 Chailt being a pure innocent, without 
one ſpot of unne, and ſuch d one as neut 
gaue offence did they crucifie, not regat 
ding any thing that had bens told them l 
by theP2ophets. 

her by neuertheleſſe it came to pale, t 
that God perfo:ming that thing by them, z 
. which befoze all wozlds he bad appointed: 
to bee done, didexceving mercifully a 
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well; and they pelding to their owne tp- 
annp, committed the mioſt hozrible mur⸗ 
her that euer was. 


Aidencc, tell me I pray you, whereto (hall 


p 


Reaſ. Well then, to make an end of pro- The fal 
ct Adan 


came 
| 2 
ye aſcribe the fall of the firſt man? [ meanc e »h 


pelſ het her to Gods inforcing, or his forſa- Godstor- 


ann ? 

out} KRcli. DonbtleCe his falling from God 
ourpught ſimply to be imputed to Cods 
andfozſaking : fo2 if we ſay that & DD did 
esgnfozce him bp any compulſion, J can⸗ 
di ot perceiue, but we burthen him with a 
t igfnarudilous uvntruth, notwithſtanding it 
veils alwaies granted, that the ſame fall 
halfame by the neceſſity of Gods appoint⸗ 
jichMent; but fo2 as much as that neceſlity, 
Sedftooke not away his owne willingneſle, it 
hall neuer excuſe him. So that herein 
outfightly appeareth the wonderfull wil. 
ne 
dür- 


king. 


Mat.25.34 


e of God, who deriuing his glo2p(de: The wic. 
incd of befoze) from the groſſelt of dome ot 


empill faults,is neither the cauſe therof pꝛo- G04. 


erip, noꝛ doth ſuffer it to come to paſſe 
Ne,Þeſides his ozdinance. Vee allowed ſo 
m, nuch as came from himſelfe, ſaping, Loc 


tedcis good: but now foꝛſaking the god it 
1 


letame euill fo2 want of God ; and in the 
ſame 


11 


74 The way to 
ſame fozſaking God, ſuffered ( pet wilhi 
lingly ) cozruption to crepe bnder þ 
o2dinance, in ſuch wiſe into the nature 
man, that his owne will became 
cauſe of that euill ac of cating that fo! 
bidden fruit. t 
Reaſ. But why did G O D forſake hin 
being righteous in his owne ſight : 
Reli. Rap, rather would J haue ther 
ſhew ſome reaſon, that ſhould moue Ga 
not to fozſake him, whom hee knew i 
moſt expedient tolcaue. 
Reaſ. Here againe doſt thou allude 
the glory of God, but if I might flill f 
low the appetite of reaſon, I ſhould di 
mand why God with ſuch præpoſtere 
meanes doth exact his glory at the ha 
ol is poore creatures? 
Reli. Truly thou maiſt. but J will tal 
a day to anſwer thee, till ſuch time as t 
Ro. g. i. Lo2dhathcalledme to fit in commiſ 
about the affaires of his ſacred Cou 
pet if I ſap he will be glozified , becar 
u. Calain it is his owne will, what then: Js thee 
in his any fault? But take the woꝛds of Pall 
booke of Caluin fo2 thine anſwer in this caſe, u. 
oftcaces. ſaith thus. 
The ficſt man fell becanſe the Ls 
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pid in*ge it erpedient; whp he ſo indged, 
bnlnowne to vs: Pet certaine he ſs 

ydged, fo2 no other reaſon, but becauſe 

| ſaw that therby the glozp of his Name 
Hould moſt wozthily be ſet fozth. When 
| Hou heareff therefoze mention made of 
She glozp of God, there thinke of his righ- 
duſne ſle, fo it muſt be rightedus that 
vclerueth p2aiſe; and let bs rather be- 
ld an euident cauſe of damnation, in 

e toʒtupt nature of mankinde,which is 
terer to vs, than ſeeke fo2 a hidden any 
erly incomp2chenſible canſe thercof 
the ſecret counſell of God, which is 


Nurtber from vs: and let it not grieve 
sſo far to ſubmit our wit to the unmea⸗ 
wable wiſdome of God, that 2 


eld in many ſecrets of his; fo2 thoſe 
ings which is neither granted,no} law- 
to haue knowledfge,tans2ancets well 
arned, and the coneting of knowledge a 
kinds of madneſle. 
Reaſ, VVell, let vs tay here, concerning Predeſti- 
4 eprouidenee of God, from which I per- —.— 
ue nothing can be excluded, and there- © ; 
in vaine doe men babble of Fortune, 
hance, and other caſuall goddeſſes mo 
Mereſote let vs procted to the ꝓtedeſt ma- 
tion 
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tion of God, of which thou oft haſt (pr 
ken in this treatiſe of Prowidence, and 2 L 
of all I would haue thee deſcribe vuto ma; 
what predeſtination is. | 
Religi. Truly the pzouidence of Gah1 
conſidered in that generall ſignificationſi 
that is to ſay, in the fozeknowing, o2dez 
ning, 83dering,and ending all manner @r 
things, ſo farre as pet I vnderſtand,dotF!: 
compzehend the p2edeſtination of Golp 
and is one ſelfe-ſame-thing therewithhy 
vet becauſe pꝛedeſtination may bee reqh 
fkrapned, in a moze particular pzopethe 
ty, namely G DD oꝛdering and diff] 


poſing of mankinde, thus it may ber 


7 ty] 
Predeſtination is the euerlaſting, au 
bnchangeable decr&e of the Almigh 
which going befoze all cauſes, dzawetfiu 
man to his appointed end, that is eitt 
in Chzitt to ſaluation, 02 elſe in Adam 
condemnation, and the endleſſe tozment 
of hell. a 
Reaſ. And what is election? not th 
ſame thing ? 5 
Election Reli. No,fo2 that is vtterly vnpoſſible u 
what it is. and againft all conueniency of reaſon, be 


cauſe the Repzobate is — 0 
e 
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/ 
 (peivell as the Clect, as witneſleth Sa int Rom g 
ae ude : but wee cannot ſay that the Repzo- 1:4-1-4 
nGate oz ot caſt is elected : therefoze Ele⸗ 
ion is peculiar to the god, being choſen 
Gap !ut of the totall number, and pꝛedeſtina⸗ 
ton ion common to the god, and the bad. 
den Ka. But it ſeemeth, that before electi- The mer- 
x i; n goeth the mercy of God, whereby the © of God 
dotYlet arc ſaued : and then doch the nature —— 
Dopt contraries require, that the hatred or ä 
ithherach of God, ſhould be the cauſe that 
e reghe damned are damned: ge, God dam- 
deieth ſome, not for their ſinnes, but becauſe 
die doth hate them? 
di Reli. If to the woꝛd hatred, oz wzath, 
hou hadft put this little wozd luſt, 
an whereby God in Juſtice might haue 
htygaſt off the off-caſts, who neuer doth bn- Sine the 
detfuſtly ) J would haue liked well of thy cauſe of 
hegonſequent, But J pꝛap pou where did an- 
n thou euer ſinde, that God hated man ex ⸗ 
Kept it were fo2 ſine? ſhew me the place 
d then will we conclude againſt him, 
 ch@hat he hateth his owne wozke : In the 
neane time content thy ſelfe with that 
ble which we haue already ſpoken, touching 
be ſchis matter. 
ag} Reaſ, Well, but it may ſeeme a hard and 
bell cruell 


Ialticc. 


| 
( 
! 
t 
Cruclty & two woꝛds, Cruell and ret luſt Put y . 
ti 
if 
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crucl! caſe that ſome ſhould be appointet 
to damnation, although God may iuſth 


doc it tor his glory ſake, 
Religi J willnot ſee thy folly in th 


I ſayit map ſæme a caſe moze harder, | 
God could be found in the fanlt of rep2c 
bation, whereof he is but the faili 
cauſe, tbe efficient being grounded iP 
man himſelfe. And if wer may ſpeake off! 
the hardnelle of cauſes, it ſemeth much o 
moꝛe harder on Cods bchalfe, that if! f 
conld be pꝛoued the cauſe of tranſgre iii 
on ( which is vtterly vnpoſſible ) that ye f. 
he may not vie his pleaſure with hi 
owne creatures. Vi 
Neaſ. But what ſay you ro theſe general 
ſentences, God would haue all men fauedJ” 
God would haue all men come to repenf®? 
tan ce, that they mighr nor periſh ? = 
Religi. Pon muſk conſtrue of the wen 
All, in that place, not after the letter: o fl 
elſe auouch to the face of GO D, thatſ*© 


ſome art damned whether hee will o® 
not: thercfoze (All) hath relation bers — 


to all ſozts of men, in degree and calling 
that is to ſap, Pꝛinces, Pagiſtrates 
Gentlemen, Vondmen, Artificers, an 
ſuct 
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tell ſuchother,aſwell of the Jewes, as of the 
u Gentiles : thus donbtleſe wer muſter« The word 
pound the wo2d All. Foz O D fozbid All. 
that the Doctrine of pzeveſtination, the 
bery ground-wozke of ſaluation, ſhould 
Shang in ſuſpence fo2 a few texts that p2e- 
tend outwardly a kinde of repugnancie : 
if this will not ſuffice, then credit the A- 
id poſfle ſaping, accozding to the whole 
e offcourſe of Þcripture: Though the children 
ot Iſrael were as the ſand of che ſea, yet 
{hall bile a remnant bee ſaued. Many are Rom 9.7. 
All called, but few arc choſen, few enter at the 
Altraice gate. 
Reaſ. Truly, thou compelleſt me to yeeld 

vnto thee in this point, for if God would 
rall not haue ſome damned, they ſhould in no 
ed wiſe be damned that be damned: Bur here 
igaine ariſeth a doubt which troubleth 
many: Iſchat neceſſity of things he preſix · The vn. 
oned by the eternall decreement, it is ſuper- —— 

fluous, and a meere kinde of madneſle to pwn ar" 
that teach what euery mans dutie is: for why ? ling. 
| ofall che reaching, and preaching in che 
hen world, ſhall not alter che leaſt lor of Gods 
ing. determination. | 
tes) Reli. Indeede this is the oftly refuge 
ana] whereto the Fore flieth, being hunted 
(uct from 


| 


p 


den 


Fr 


Docttine 
vnc et ſcr- 
uant. 
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from enerp other hannt : But the Lo 
will one day vnkennel him, when his cal 
and carkaſſe both ſhall pay tribute to tl 


father of Forcs,if meane whiles he offcricl 


not to God a moze acceptable ſacrifice 
Theſe bee they that make ſhipw2acke 
all religion, although ſome-whiles vnd 
the veile thereof, they would lerme fc 
credit ſake, to haue ſome little ſnracke « 


ti 
4 
th 


10 


the fcare of God: But they which be the 


childzen of G © D, either know oz wi 
uno, yea, and the wicked al ſo ſhal knot 


not onelp that in that ſecurity which they 


would dꝛawe from hence, refteth the vt 


ter contempt of Chziſt, and of all tr 
knowledge of God: but alſo that doctri 
is appointed as an vnder ſexuant to th 
Lo2d, whereby he doth iuſtily accompli 
that which he had purpoſed touching hi 
cle, as alſo the repꝛobate. 

Lherfoze I pꝛap pou what is the dꝛi 
of this obiection other than that the Lo; 
Could leaue all things at large,accozdi 
to the opinion of Cpicure, and th ve Papel 
to a careleſſe happening, whe 
foz his behofe, pauſing vpon vis ou 
wapes, might addzefſe himſelfe,as of hi 
owne pꝛoper power, to will and wozk 

thoſe 
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Aſchola thing es, that winSaluation- 
li Truly it theywere called together, among 
them all, is not one to be found , that can 
cejceare himſelfe of this intent. 
el Thexefozeit is maniteſt that they are 
(Mot enemies alone to the pꝛedeſtinatiou 

GDD , accazding ta whoſe foze- 
opyowledg a cöuenable neceſity of things 
offs pzeſcribed , as beff beſcemeth his om- 
hepipotency : but alſo that they are angry 
ilfuith free iuſtification , wherevpon they 
\whwill either conuep themſelnes into the 
ey of Chziſt, oz at leaſt become ali 
vtSant in his office. 
ug But why would the rep2obate himſelfg Doctrine 
ng«compt doctrine vineceſſary , albeit he len 
l not veeld himſelfe obedient: is he not Per- 
il hereby left vtterly without excuſe befoze gu; excuſe, 
ihe 1.0307 1 

Pozeguer commannded {fo bee 
iftette befoze the Kepzobate , not becauſe 
2 might intercept that thinge that God 
eth purpoſed of him, but that by his 


iſtÞcredulity , it ſhould appeare and be aten 
me manifeſt, how fozccable the grace clc&ion, 
my lecret election is: foz wherein may 

hide lame moze euidently bee perceiued 


1 when in one ſelfe lame Doctrine, 
oſe G and 
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4 
it, and the third ſoxt, to and 
a luke warme and careleſſe c 
as if to embzace it, oz not ts 


> — 
the hand to confo2mity of life, where 
to their great comfozt, they ſeale bp 
their conſciences their eletion: enen 
it fkriketh the hearts of the wicked, 
oftentunes doth reffraine their mak 
partneſſe, albeit it pzoc@de from t 
month of a man: laff of au, ff thoſe 
ſonable Canillers covid be content & 
The Apo. takt any light at the hands of the 
Mes. the Apoſtles ſhould ſone perfwave ti 
how neceſſary doctrine it is. They 
ched pꝛedeſtination, and the free elec 
of God, notwithſtanding they were 
all that were pꝛedeſtinate to life, u 
— _— rin 
uation | 


They knew alſo on the contrary ps 
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that the 4;ep2obates by no induftry could 
" inherit the kingdome of GOD; and al- 
beit befoze their faces , whole thou- 
Wſands were taught with this lime- 
vigge of Sathan, and did tipple them- 
ſelues with the dznukenneſle of dinelliſh 
WMecurity: pet J ſay , were the Apoſtles 
Neuer the colder , to walke in their duties 
and offices, but painefullp , and with all 
| Wiligent care and endeauout , to their | 
pntmuall danger, and laſt with the loſle / © - 
pt their liues diſcharged the mſelnesthere*® ©._- 
12 - 
Reaſ. But wiſemen of this world , doe Wiſe men 
plainely affirme , that the doctrine of pre- ug 
eſtination, ought not to be taught, or at 
is not conuenient to be taught beſore 
ommon people, becauſe they are not a. 
le to apprehend it. 
 Rcl:. But if wiſemen of the wozld, 
ere any thinge wiſe in the wiſdome of 
gs O D, this would be farrefrom their 
ightes, and twice ſo farre from their 
bngues , fo2 J pꝛay you what didmoue 
L OUD to reneale the ſame Doc- 
„ ſo plentifullp in his wozd e Some 
tent of ſecrecy: Shall the @unne neuer 
becauſe all are not able ts compze* 
GS 2 dend 
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hend it with their bodily eyes? Let the 
ſame wiſe man gape bpon the ground, 
fo: that is the treaſury of their bnder- 
Fanding : they cannot perceine how one 
litle graſſe groweth ; and hall the earth 
therefoze not pelde her increaſe , as the 
202d doth appoint : If hidden and ſecret 
cauſes map lawfully pzeuent common 
p2ofits , then ſhall it behooue vs to ware 
moze ſharp ſighted than men, oz ſhoztly to 
haue another wozld. | 
Thoſe men whatſoeuer thep pꝛetend, 
haue (mall regard of Gods true ſeruice oz 


honour : therefoze is there no cauſe that 
the truth of © O D ſhould be diſſembled 
fo: their number 02 authozity, be it ne- 
uer ſo great. 
Auguſtine A remember that Saint Auguſtine 
his anſwer hath ſaid full well to the matter. Thi 
to the ent» Doctrine being heard (ſaith he) ſome are 
—— turned into a ſluggiſh heauineſſe and 
nation. flownelle, and becing readily bent to fall 
Chap.i5- from labour vnto wantonneſſe, do go after 
their luſts: muſt cherfore chat be thought 
falſe, which is ſaid of the foreknowl 
of God? And will we not alſo ſpeake chat 
which the Scripture being witneſſe, iti 


lawfull to ſpeake 2 By likelihood we 
. 


" 
* 
. * 


— 
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affraid leaſt he ſhould be offended which 


cannor take it, and are not affraid leaſt we 
holding our tongues, that hee which can 
take the truth ſhould bee deceiued with 
falſnood. Therefoze as true religion is 
to be taught, that GD D map bee truely 
wozlhipped, ſo is the Doctrine of P3e- 
deſtination , that hee which hath eares 
to heare of the grace of GD D, 
= glozy in G D D, and not in him- 
| ſelfe. 

Real. But haue the children of God 
any aſſurance in this world okehcir e- 
lection ? 

Reli. Pea verily, foz from whence com- 
meth Kepentance and the fruits thereof, 
but from Regeneration by the faith of 
Chzift « but this faith is giuen to the e- 
lect onely : Ergo onely the elec do repent 


and gine themſelues to obep the com» now his 
mandement of God, the reſt haue not the cle&ion. 


will to thinke a good thought, much lefſe 
to doe anp good, t leaſt of all ts continne 
in welding : fe; that is alſo a peculiar 
marke in election ; Thecefoze let no man 
i! climbe vp to the cloudes , to ſearch whe- 

ther hee be encoled in the ſecret counſell 
'q of Sod , noz bulle 3 with many 
| GS 3 curious 


YIM 
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curions ſpeculations below , but let} 

Faith af. him that would bee aſſured of Saluation, 
enter into himſelfe , and conſider how 

- his faith doth tand Ch2ilt , in whoſe 
blood if hee finde it vnfaigned , there ca 

bppon let him reſf , w2apping hi 

_ body and ſoule under his p20- 

es 


This thing can no man truely bing 
to paſſe , except his name bee witten i 
the booke of life. 
Rea, What if a man ſeele not in hi 
ſelfe theſe teſtimonies, ſhould he ther 
fore deſpaire of ſaluation? 
Reli. & O D fo3bid : let ſuch men 
ther bee ſent to the wo2d p2eached ax 
Sacraments, whereby the grace of of 
lection map wozke theſe teſtimonics i le 
them: and no doubt, thoſe whom the 
L ORD hath fozeknowne, in his g 
time he wil call home into his honſhoul 
of faith, 
Foz we know, as he hath pꝛedeſtinate 
of his owne vnſpeakeable mercp , whe 
God cal- be would, ſo alſo hee calleth them at ſac 
—— ſenerall ſeaſons as he will: Some early 
Rom.30. Md ſome late, as it is waitten in 


Mat. 202. Goſpell of the labourers that were 
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3,6. 


let inte the Winepard. 
on, . But by that Parable may wicked 


zl men take encouragement to 7 the 
ole lime of calling, becauſe they that were 
recalled in the laſt houre , were ted 
ind rewarded equally with choſe, which 
came in the firſt houre of the day. 
Relig. Nay, let me ſhew which of thoſe 
nal labourers being once called did refuſe ta 
in] come: it ſeæmeth rather to me, that here- 
by they ſhould learne withont delay to 
turne vnts the Lozd , hearing his voyce, 
rel fo2 we muſk conſider that he is not bound 
to vs but we undo him; therefoze the wi- — 
ſeſt counſell that J can giue, is that wee negle& the 
ul fake heed betimes, and lay hold when he day of cal- 
offereth himſelfe, leaſt our fins dee make ling, 
| ſeparation betweene him and vs: foz if 
{ thzough our negligence wee oner-fippe 
x the day ol health, we cannot recouer it 
y) afterwards , althongh we ſ&ke it with 
teares, which we finde truly verified in 
x the fooliſh Virgins, rich Glutton, and ma- _ 15.123 
ny other : therefozehe that thinketh him- - 
- my 


CUM 


Mat. 10. 
39. 
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leaſure : let him remember that all ach 
is as grade of the field, and hath no char art 
ter fo; one minute of an hower, and if we 
be taken napping with ſinners, our rejan! 
ward is with them, wherevppon it is fullſit, 
truly ſaid: jo 
2 
To death we muſt ffoop he we hie, be we low, ſhet 
But how or how ſodlainiy few be that know. i 


Reaſ. But yet muſt they needs be damm 
ned chat are appoynted to damnation? JAt 

Reli. It is true, pet alwapes betauſiſio: 
they are fimers, and do not harken to ti 
bopce of the Lo2d, Ge 


Reaſ. Truely in my iudgement, eueiſ ve 
that is enough to ſtop any mans mouth pe 
be he neuer fo captious: but I pray you, it 
there no ſpeciall ſtrength in this doctrimiſ m 
whereby the children of God in the periſ th 
Tous time of temptation may comfon| fa 
themſelues, and wage battaile ( as it were) ht 

gainft Sathan in the depth of his af] th 


JCal 1 
oy  "" this either is, a onght to] & 
bee no gueſkion, foz if Wee cornfider that 


r 


kim their hend, 
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ball appoint, and that all the wicked ront 
ardare holden in by the hand of God as by 

bzidle, that thep can ncither conceine 
any miſchefe againſt them, 02 goe about 
fulfit, when they haue conceined it ;02 if they 
zoe about it neuer ſo much, that they can 
zing nothing to paſſe, but that which 
, dee doth command: what daſtards are 
v. [they that will ſh2zinke one hapre bꝛeadth 
am ſuch a ſimple enempe, hauing ſo 
mighty a God with ſo many Legions of 
Angells watching oner them continnallyp 
uſgfo2 their defence? 

Rea, But for all this, thou knoweſt that 
Gods deareft children are oſten· times o- 
iel verſet with feare of his power, yea and 
ch] peeuiſhly intreated thereby alſo. 

id Reli. It is granted, and truely , this 
ne may ſerue fo2 a glaſſe fo2z Gods deareff 
ri4 chtldzen , to behold their wants in the 
vn faith of Chziſt, as alſo their corruption, 
e) holding them downe ſo faſt vnder ſie, 
that when they are at the beſt, euen then 
are they not without deſert of Gods cha- 
ts. 

Reaſ, And what is the ſame faith, whoſe 

obiect is the Sonne of God crucified , the 


anely condition whereupon all che chil- 
dren 


| 


The com- 
fort of 


predeſti- 


matten. 


To. 1.11. 
I's. 


The cauſe 
that Satan 
miliarrea- 
teth Gods 
chuldren. 
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dren of God in their ſeaſons are gathere 
vp into immortality? 

Religion. It is ſo. { 
Reaf. Ergo it is no matter if wee ol 
not the law of God : wherein wee learn 
to ſerue him, and to performe ſuch aQi 
ons of ſociety as be requiſite betwixt m 
and man. 7 

Reli. This is but a fond Farting he 
fo2 as the mertp of God is not extends 
but thzongh free eledion, not withor 
the condition of faith included by God fo; 
the externe: ſoalſo is it pzonided , th 
the ſame faith bee accompanied wit 
righteous exerciſes. But concerning tt 
matter and other mo , whereof Jam t 
conferre with thee , JI would wee mic 
— at moze conuenient 

Are. 

Reaf, I am well content: in the meane 
time I cthanke you of your patience in thi 
diſcourſe, beſeeching God that I may al: 
waies beare in minde the godly _ 
ments thereof, 


a 


By Axru VR DExr. 


S2 


An earneſt perſwaſion to 


bk Wh orſhipfull Gentleman, 


and his good friend, to continue 
conſtant in Chriſtian Religion, 
and to loathe and deteſt the 
ſlights of Superſtiti- 
ous Papiſtry. 


By the former Author, 
Arthur Dent. 


though the Per, bee 
not ſo eaſily caught in 
the ginnes of the pi⸗ 
der, as the poze Fly, 
02 being once intan» 
gled, is not ſo caſily 
popſoned : pet coms 
mon experience, doth make it a plaine 
caſe, that oftentimes the is onerth;owne 
therein , and compelled to pteld her ſelfe 
a pzey vnto tyranny, But a 


f 
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how eaſily our affections be caried aw 
by cozruption, to wit, faultineſſe, natybw! 
rally to decline to the wozſe part: it (4 
meth mot wonderfull to me, that y 
being ſonere a neighbour tohereſle, : 
pet bnd2zowned in the dzegges thereof 
moze than vntainted , to the danger 
pour ouerthzow pet to come: fog wh 
are not the beſt ſubied to change * 
meane the wiſeft, to folly : and the he 
eff to wickedneſſe : Let the example # 
Salomon witneſſe the truth in this caſ 
who although he were the only parragogd 
of the wozld,fell to idolatry,the moſt nog 
ſome of peſtilences, and to all vnclea 
neſſe of body. Doth not likewiſe the 
ample of our firſt parent Adam, make 
plaine, that our nature being at the bel 
is even then moſt ſublect to take thin 
wickedeft courſe : O wzetched eſtate {we 
what reckoning ſhall wee make of onde 
ſelines, which ſ@ming to ſtand, are eue un 
falling e which outwardly carrping thy 
—— of ſecurity, haue at hone 
an enemie, as doth pzactiſe our c | 
tinnall with God an be 
befides this, are innironed with a wo: 4 


of vngodly allurements. But yet a 
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vet iſe dangers, O wile 6 mercifull God, 
ole grace ſuperaboundeth ſinne, whoſe 
rey diſpenſeth with all our faults, and 
hoſe holy Spirit doth indue vs with 
uFvildome , to diſcry the ſubtilties of Wa⸗ 
coffan, with ſtrength to ſand againſt them, 
a and with conſtancy, to continge in 
sloue, feare, and trus wozſhip. J aps 
ale to pour conſcience, whether the 
Cod hath dealt with you leſſe — 
dan in old time he did with Daniel in the 
pons denne, with leremy in the miery 
dungeon, oz with lonas in the belly of the 
wlhale : they ſaw der over (nm 


e to the Lozd. — 
Jknow it to well (i it pleaſed God it 

ily be otherwiſe ) haue continually 

Maid befoze yon the faireſt baites of the 
ic {wozle to betrap pou, where bnder lur- 
jketh the perill of perpetuall damnation, 
u und pet, the Lo2d be pzaiſed , doe conti- 


But to ſpeake moze plainly thus it is: 
by reaſon that the aduerſaries to al truth, 
iy J meane the Papiſts, baue the coloura- 
i ble acce ſſe vnto you of friendthip, + 


- 
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Mwates endangered by their wilp peil ka 
ſwallons to fo ſake pour God. This truſ de 
ly hath bene ofteri told me, and J ſee x 
reaſon'why I ſhould not beleue it, cont 
fidering that 3 know how buſily they vl 
to bugze ineuery difh, where oppoztunity 
promiſeth the infertion of their loathl 
forme cozrnptions : But molt chiefly, fff 
they be on a ſure ground that their bodi in 
danger is not thereby thzeatned, theſ® 
ate impudent to blaſpheme God and hit 
holy Religion with all treaſons of theiſ til 
owne wicked innentions : which thir - 
AL 
E 


althongh commonly and of cuſtome, i 
bath hapned vnto you by them, pet am 
ts reſtraine my ſelfe to the anſwering 
one particular, and pꝛintipal attempt th 
was made againft pon at your table, by 
certaine Gentlemen not long ſince, whol 
nates though J partly know, yet J think] P 
not connenient at this time to deliuer to] {0 
comnton obloquie. L 
Theſe Gentlemen grounding all] E 
their Religion vpon hoary haires which - 
* 
c 
i 


let 
ri 


they call ambaſſadours of experiente, and 
bpon the graue viſozs of their Fathers, 
Which we account the wiſeſt parts of 
them, haning pzeferred fancy — 

any, 


YIIM 
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get faith, and their owne humour befoze the 
ry{honour of God ; bzought all the battery 
mel their reaſons amm arguments again 
onthe paze bulwarke of pour only defence 
vil (deing a man able to be ſeduced by the vi- 

mce of perſwaſſon, oz at leaſt to haue 
dene dzinen to flence that extreme re- 
enge, had not God biene pꝛeſent with you 
— —— 


) 
hel Was there not in thoſe daies, 
il our religion flonriſhed,a golden and plen- 
cid tifull wozlo: was there not lone and Cha- 
ine rity 2 bnity of Religion : the ſernice of 
i God effabliſbed by Generall conncels of 


1 Joly docto2s and fathers:how then ſhould 
of not thoſe waies bee the bef to ſerne 
af © DD Which they obſerned, and haus 

left vnder the warrantof ſnfficient antho- 
el ritie to the memozy of our pꝛeſent age: 
1k| Pane fo many wiſe men beene deteiued, 
to { many learned men lined in folly and 
I (qnozance e have ſo many Kings any 
l Empero3s llept in blindnefle of heart and 
< died in the darkeneſſe of heriſp ? nap,hath 
W al Chziſtendome wandzed out of the 
„ | way Kill now, ec. This th@d-bare viſ- 
f | courſe (which they dzaw out ta the 
whole length of a Cart 2» 


1114 
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bo witch ſo many, as make reaſan the 
toll, even as theznſelues are bewi 
by the wilinelle of the Dinell and the 

ape: but let vs ſuruay thoſe waterle 

„ and we ſhall eaſily perceive 
as thep be. 
not theſe wiſe men layd trus re&oz 
in water and ſacrificed their 3ealec 

to reaſon, as —— — — — 
Heere is no tap colle tioufwi 
of reafon , and carnall experiences, audipoc 
wall wee make them the platfozmes offtt 
holineCe? is the wiſedome of man of feat 
fo:cible a capacity , and the wo2d of G £ 
conninced of ſo great vebility , that injin i 
caſes of religion wee ſhall ground vppogithe 
likelibsod of mans imaginations 2: Leif 
vs bee wiſe: the Elder hath moſt pig 
of all the trees in the wood, but le wi 
firength and goodneſſe than any aber P. 
the thunder a huge clap, but alittle Fane} tet 
and theſe men great chopce of boat - th. 
ings , but (mall verity, oz ver tus in theic|ts 
wozds. - we 

Pull not that building needs be naught | A 
bee it neuer ſo faire, whoſe foundation | of 
is vtterly rotten: and muſt nat that reli / pe 


gion of neceflity be wozſe , whoſe ones an 
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s God hath flatly fozbidden: Her cal- 
mans reaſon a trayterous enemie to 
5D D, ſaying, it neuer was no; ſhal be 
biect to his law : they honour it, as the 
ne penny of their whole truſt: he con · 
mneth the pzeccpts of our fozcfathers, 
23zbidding vs to pꝛap foz them, which 
de imbzace the ſame , becauſe they are 
alchers full of rotten bones, cloudes 
without water, and they themſclaes hy- 
Wpocrites, but they eſtcme them noe leſſe 
anne loadeſmen to all pisty and life ener- 
T ng. 

of Slas why doe wee feare their vnion 

in idolatry ( foz that is the vnity , that 
withep retopce in, and bzagge of ) moze 
chan we (ſozrow foz the diſhonour of our 
OD: ez why ſhould we be tronbled 
with the long and p2oſperous eſtate of 
Popiſh religion, moze then bee comfoz- 
ted in the newes and glad tpdirigs of 
the Goſpell: Doth not the Apoſtle tell 
ts that befoze the diſſolution of the 
wozld , there ſhould befall a generall 
Apoſtacy, and departing from the faith 
of Chziſt, and that all this ould hap- 
pen by one man, namely the man of Un, 


and child of perdition:? ſaping , chat hee 
8 * ds 
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Ther 2. ſhould be an aduerſary to all Godlineſſi 


3 * 


and exalt himſelſe aboue all that 1s calle 
God? why then ſhould they goe about t 
bleare ponx eyes with the wonder of ſve 
woꝛdes, moze then inſtrutt themſelues 
the pꝛouidente of God, who hath pꝛou 
ded, and made vs wary of ſuch a gener 
departing? Why lap thep to our char 
the cannons, decrees , and decretalls 
their Popiſh fathers , ſceing the Loz 
himſelfe pointeth out the Pope as wit 
a finger, and deciphereth him fo2 A 
Chꝛiſt, as plainely as one man is diſcc 
nered in the ſecrets of his body , | 


the anatomy of another; moze the 
peld their owne due ſubiegion to thi! 
02> nance and inſtitutions of the 
GOD: Nay, why ſhovld wee (who 
eyes and eares the LORD hath ox 


ly wozd doe repꝛoue their man of Ron 
together with them veing his vnci ow 
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tiſed generation of Antichziſtianitp, let 
< bs then apply them: The man of ſinne, 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) eralteth him-ſelfe a- 
bone all that is called G © D , vaunting 
wu him-ſelfe infolentlp in the Temple of 
WODD ; if( I ſap) they will not con⸗ 
aJfeſſe this of their Pope, let them ſhew 
vs what regard of obedience hee hath 
 chreſcrned to G © D' ward, in making 
dis booke , (I meane the holy Bible) the 
ie veſlell of vile eſtimation, which bee doth 
not onely bury in obliuion, by bis owne 

tal diſpenſatiens, but in all contempt doth 
trample and tread it bnder his fete: 
Mnowing notwithſtanding that it is the 
wwo2d and wiſedome of GD D: let them 
ei de w vs to what pꝛerogatiue their Pope 
oll ha th verlocd which p2oclaimeth himſelfe F 
ſo many degrees aboue Angels: oz that „ 

0 denounceth hun (elfe the ſpirituall head 
of the Church of Chziſt: Math their Pope 
petto: med anp couenant of lcagus with ö 
«the LO ud, whoſe ſeruantg and chil- F 
men hee hath rent from the face of the 
eli earth . canceilivg the date of their dapes, 
10{with moe chen a thonſand butcheries? 
e,1doth the Pope ptelde to the onmipotencp 
wat © OD, ſo much as he goeth about to 
92 make 


11 
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make himſelfe GOD, and is ast aft 
med to pꝛemiſe all the effeas of Ge 
power, ſaying that hee both can and n 
doe all that & O D can doe, ts wilte, 
the pardoning of ſinnes , in the ſaning 


ſonles, in the tranſmntation of times „ur 


the altering and abzogating of lawes , 


the adminiftration of ſpiritaall guiftgp'y 


to bee ſho2t in all other thinges what 
euer: nap bee is not thus content, 
moze erpzeſly dooth hee maintaine 


quarrell againſt GOD, foz bp ce 
taine neceſſary conſequences he pꝛwuet 


that hee is abone the onely God of he 
uen and earth. © helliſh infinuation?h 
haſt thou carried poze ignozant ſou 
to the flauerp of this monſter, even 
the totall of their dedes and bels 
what ſhould J article anp longer agair 


him whom theſe few hane condemned t 


the pit of hell 

But ſee the pollicy , whereby this ſx 
tile ſerpent hath deluded vs ſo long: t 
wozdof God, which ought to bee the | 
thozne to our pathes , hath hir kept bac 
and ledde the fruits of one whole th 
ſand pteres in the wildernelle of dark 
nelle ( God knoweth to how great 


— 


- 
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flon) and now bzaggeth in the anti- 
of his owne naughtine ſle and miſ · 


1alichic fe. 
„ Alas:is there any marnaile, the wozld 
| Peeing once conercd with the ſpirit of 
mber, that it ſhould be overtaken with 
ide witchcraft of fiepy diſeaſes? Js it a⸗ 
tay thing ſtrange, that men doe ſpew at re⸗ 
ſ(@{ltgton, being made dzunken with hereſle, 
2 is it any wonder (the wozd of God 
being once bzonght into a generall con- 
tempt) that the infection of Papiſtry hath 
ſo common 2 glut once the gozge of 
an with any fonle cpinion, and he will 
rdlp be purged thereof: make hum to bes 
lene the moztality of the ſonle, and be 
will conſent with Procagaras, that theres 

J no God. 

is They will ſay thet all this winde ma- 
9 keth no cone , and ſweare that we do be- 
lie their Pope and them: truely I cannot 
þ blame them, if they would vnfather him 
of ſuch hatefull blaſphemies: but let 
our ſelues be charged with the w2ong we 
have done them herein , and our lines 
ſtand bpon the flander , let his owne ca- 
noniſts be conuinced of all the euill that 


ne wzitten „and moze then ten 
ow 3 thouſand 
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thouſand ſuch in exalting of his name; eÞ”' 
the Pope himſelfe be condemned of mad» |94 
neſſe aud frenzye , hauing as like a beat! 
as a bedlame, and as nere the quality ale 
a bedlame, as the quantity of man, con 
- ſented bnto them; with all pꝛide and pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption. ſes 
O good God, how maruellous is it} 

to behold ſo many wiſe men ſo much de- 
ceined , ſo many arav headed Fathers ſq © 
childiſh - ſo many ignozant accompted 
wiſe ? and lo many Infants allowed fozſ ue 
men of graue and ripe iudgement : if tbeyſ te 
can ſay againſt vs, where is the Citcy|fil 
on the Pountaine-, the viſible Churth: C. 
the Catholike and vniuerſall Churcheſ en 
they are learned enough: but they can-|®@ 
not perceiue that theſe are fained fires, ho 
pam ted ont with faire gloſſes , where- his 
in is no warmth , noz that they bee Illa⸗ th 
flons and ſhaddowes without ſubKance. 
Cake their Church from the pontificall | ® 
hill: take away their pompe and bzaunc« fl 
ry, oz their generall conſcnts , and take - 
n 


away their life: Fay if this were all, it 
were well ( ifenill map bee well) But 
which is wo:le , they maſt haue their |" 
Churches beaucified with Images, Fe-. 


minine 
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( minine and maſculine, curiouſfy carued, 
ad: Igallantip guilded, p3odigally beſet with 
aftip;etious ſtones , and moſt delicately a- 
of fdozned with great chopce of Jewelles. 
Chevy muſt haue their Koodlofts' with 
2e-[fagges and ſilken banners, with Croſ- 
ſes , Roodes , andSaints, like a foze- 
it{houſe of ſuperſtition. They muſt haue 
ze. their bzane Altars garniſhed with petty 
ſo[Oods, with well lifting Pꝛelates, and 
c@{#ther holy reliques: they muff hane ha« 
oz uen crownd Chaplens , ſtrangely atti- 
red, they muſt haue their Albes , with 
(p{ſilke of all caulours, their Myters and 
h: Croſſiars. and what ſhould J (ap, theę 
hel muſt haue holy bzead holy water, halp 
1-1 vple, holy aſbes, holy candles, an hundzed 
„ | holy o2ders, like hopocrites that benati⸗ 
fic out · ids, beſidcsathouſand other hal 
1 


Ps 

things. 

» | Finally, ey map notwant any thing 
y | at canplcaſe the eve, delight the art az 
- | flatter the minde; Aid loan pet doe all 
e | theſe moſt plainely e weir Church 
t | the very Charch of Ancchnaitizfo2 whers 
nothing is wanting that may allare the 
- | mindeto luſt after vanity, v2 to ffirre the 
, | heart vnto folly and wickedneſle „ this 
| 9 4 map 
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may bee termed ( by much better right ) 

Court fo2 an Atheiff then a Church foz 
« Chꝛiſtian: foz was Jeſus Ch2ift ſo high 
ſet on a hill, that all the wozlv did wo 

ſhip him, oʒ outwardiy ſo gloꝛious, ſo full 
of pompe and bzanery , that they haut 
dzawne from him ſach an erample « 

imitation : 02 were there fo many of his 
Church ( which pet wee doubt not was 
and is the true Church) that the ſame 
Church hath lined their mouthes with 
multitudes , with vninerſalities, and v- 
nities generall: Then is this true,Ch2ift 
binſelfe was neuer bozue in an Ore ſtal, 
but in the Pallace of ſome Ponarch: 
then was not hee a pooze deſpiſed ſouls 
on the earth, in wo2ſe caſe then fores and 


Mat. 8. 20. bitvs which haue holes and neſs to ſhield 


them from the weather , bat ſome mighty 
pꝛince of the wozld, ruling with all Paie- 
ty and power: and then had Chziſt to im- 
mate his doctrine, not the Apofties and 
a few other lll Diſciples, but the gene ; 
rall conſcnt of ai the Jewiſh Churches. 
Pow then came it topaſſe, that hee was 
put to ſuch a ſhamefull death? was it be · 
cauſe hee was well beloned of the multi- 
tude: if this be loue, Jknownot —_ 
m 
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)almake of hatred but ſnare Jam few will 
foz] conſent ſo to be beloned. 
gh} J would to God the Papiff would 
024 loke wiſely vpon his Church, andafter- 
all] ward tel vs how farre it differeth from 
nejthe Churches of the Phariſes, which re- 
ff p2oueth, and condemneth our Santour 
is] Chꝛiſt as a falſe Pꝛophet, and all his do- 
as| arine as new found Doctrine, and ſchiſ- 
maticali,ſaping and (ſwearing that theirs 
was of antiquity, obſerned of their foze- 
fathers, and haning the warrant and 
conſent of the wozld. What ſap they at 
l, this day againft vs which doe imbzare the 
{| ſelfe ſame Doctrine, that was ſo condem- 
lo] ned « Doe thep not ſap and ſweare that 
dj Marcia Luther is the father of our religi⸗ 
dj on? Doe they not call it a Det a Sciſme, 
p| an Hereũe⸗do they not tall vs traptoꝛs to 
God E man, giuing vs ſuch titles as they 
- | themſclues-deſerne, and haue they nat 
d | flaine whole thonſands in that quarrell ? 
«| If wir demand of them, whether the 
Church of God were at any time compa- 


$ | rable to the @pnagogue of Jewes in re- 
« | ſpect of the multitude, which way will 
* | they turve them: if they anſwer that it 
| | was not, they condemne their ——_ 

ons 
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ſons of very much weaknes, which do geeſ we 
about to confirme the authozity of theirdd 
Church by other marks then the Church 
of God ener had ; It they anſwer that, the 
Church of Ch2ift was alwaies the grea« Id 
teſt. they are already connicted of as greatſp2: 
folifhneſſe, fo thereupon would all this dit 
packet of vntruth iuſilp depend. viz. co 
That the Church of God, was dzowned | F 
in the generall onerflowing , when all ths le. 
woꝛld was dzownd,and the Church of fa« | in 
tan ſaned in the Arke. That the Church | ft 
of God periſhed among the @odomites, | th; 
and tuſt Lot, and his family, were the 
Church of the Deuill : that the Jewes, | ra 
Scribes and Phariſ#s, were the Church | by 
of Cheſt, and Chzift humſelfe with the | mw 
remnant of bel&ucrs, the Church of An- pl 
tichriſt: In conchuGon,that theic Church | la 
v 

h 

U 

u 


is now the true Church becauſe of the 
multitude, ours the falſe. We will de⸗ 
mand but one thing of thoſe multitude 
of men, which if they truly tell vs and 
pꝛoue, they (yall haue our hand and our 
heart, we wil become as true to them as 
Tele, and conſent to any Religion of their 
foʒe fathers; which is, trat they ſhew 
fozth, at what time the tate of the woꝛld 

was 


XU 
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dee was in fo god caſe, that the beſt things 
eue dis pleaſe the greateſt number, oz when 
ch ini uu had not the moſt conſent of adhe- 
he rents (except at that time, when all were 
a: 1d20wnd except eight perſons :) Alas their 
at ſyꝛofe is euen as far to ſeke, as deauen is 
is ¶diſtant from hell; Cod grant therefoze the 
condition of conſent be no nearcr vnto vs 
Foz it is wzitten, Broad is the way that x ; 10.16. 
leaderh to perdition, & many walke chere- 
in, but narrow is the path to ſaluation, Mar. 7.14. 
traight is the gate, and few doe enter 

And further, though the childzen of If- 1 27. 
racl! were as the ſand of the ſca, yet (hall 
but-aremnant has ſaned : This is pet 
moge plaunp verificd by Elias the 1205 
phase ſaw not one man free ſram ido- 
lat, and the ſubiection of Belzall,, be⸗ 
ſides bimſclfe, in all the wazld 4 vet da 
he willingly (all regard of the : multi⸗ 
tude laid apart,) ſcrue che Lozd of Yea- 
uen trulp. 
ö Whercfore , though our fore-fathers, PS 
| | (crucd ,chalg gods on che further fide of lol.24.12. | 
' | the flood, or the god of che Amorites, l 
or the gods of theit owne hands: Let it Tz. 
amaꝝe vs no more then it did good * 1 

who 


Rö. 11.3. 


Winks 
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who ſaid (and let vs alſo ſay with him) 
We and our houſes will ſerue the GOD 
of heauen. And with ludich, We will not 
follow the ſins of our ſorefathers which 
forſake their God, and worſhipped ſtrange 
Gods. 

The holy Pꝛophets reteiued from the 
month oz ſecret inſpiration of Cod all 
that doctrine that they deliner oz taught: 
the Apoſtles pzoned their doctrine out 
of P;ophets: the godly of enſuing ages 
haue reſted bpon them, And ſhall we 
alone be careleſſe, oz acconnt it enough, 
if man men haue gone befoze bs contra: 
ry to the Pꝛophets and Apoſties: Ho, no, 
all men haue ſinned from the firſt (except 
one) and ſhall doe to the laſt, pet it is no⸗ 
thing lawfull foꝛ vs to follow their eps 
therein : Therefoze although our ſoze⸗ 
fathers were Jdolaters, pet muff we 
tearne'to ſerne the Lo2d, and that we 
may the better perfozme our duties in 
that behalfe, it behoneth bs to be wiſe in 
the trying of ſpirits, leaſt we become 
clyents to our fozefathers ſuperſtitions, 
oz ſuperſtttious in out owne fancies, and 
ſo ignozantly neglect the pꝛetepts of 
dur God. 


reer ars sse greg. 
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Let vs therefoze lake bpon the iniun⸗ 
tions of Poperp, that we may be able to 
tepꝛehend the Church of Rome, but let 
bs call home their Generall Councels, 
with the rabble of their decretals to the 
ſame P3ophets and Apoſtles, and we 
ſhall anon perceine that we haue no canſe 
to feare (their times out of minde) know- 
ing that an enill cuſtome is no better than 
a common peſtuence, which by how much 
the moze is old and ancient, by ſo much 
the moze it is rotten and ſtinking: noz pet 
their common conſent, ſ&ing the fate of 
Gods childze is oftentimes to be deſolate. 
And becauſe there is no hereſie but will 
challenge ſome maintenance ont of Gods 
woz2d, ſaping, that their Church is the 
Church Apoſtolicall, which the Papiſt as 
boldly ſweareth and taketh vpon him, 
as if nothing were god but his Paſſe: 
let them ſhew vs the P2ophets and Apo- 
files foz their Paſſes, Dirges, Trentals, 
pꝛaying to Saints, p2aying with beads, 
pꝛaping to help ſoules out of Purgatozy, 
wozſhipping of Idols, Biſhopping of 
baptized childzen : and of Pares, Tree» 
to Croſles, hallo wing of bells, con- 
of water, coniuring of balme,con- 
luring 
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iuring herbes , baying of balles un rhe 
pardons, and auricular confeſſion, £ thi w3 
reſt of their ſacraments, paying of vaingif ! 
bowes, going on pilgrimage, pace-egsy the 
maniples, licking of rotten bones, Aueſ vs 
Maris, bleſſing with two fingers, anoinſha! 
ting, annopling, abſoluing, Entelingſon 
knocking, whipping, cronching, ki\ſſing{me 
croſſing, having, greaſing, and ten thouq ne 
ſand ſuch trinckets moe. J appeale to thqT! 
indgement of the wiſe hearted, whetherlrit 
Cod abzogating the ceremonies of hig] w: 
owne law, did purvoſe, that the Pope 
Would inſtitute and erect a new of ſuchIou 
traditions as theſe. 
Af wee hold them hard to the p2ofe 

of theſe and ſuch other by the teucheRone,| thc 
afozcſaid (namely the woꝛd of G DD )] the 
their nert !cape . is longer than the pat / lin 
ſage betwerne Douer and Callice: foz] w: 
they croſſe the bꝛoad Scos to unwzitten n2 
verities. Wut how cold their enter ⸗ an 
tainment is there, wir would not much Þ 
feare to make themſelues the Judges, it N 
ſhame and grace had not fo2ſaken them. | 6 
Inderd we know and confcſſe that moze | la 
was ſpoken, than is w2itten : And that | w 
whatſoener Chzift and the Apoſties pꝛea⸗ 


* 


err 
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any ched, was the woꝛd of G DD, were it 
thy wzitten oz not: But we know alſo that 
ing if moze had bene neceſſary to ſalnation 
than is w2itten, G O D would not ſutfer 
vey vs to want it, leaſt with them we might 
Am happen to runne a whozing after our 
igJowne deniſes : But aboue all, we are 
moſt aCured that the Spirit of God ne- 
nqner was, no2 will be contrary to it ſelfe : 
Therefoze let vs try how truly their ve: 
Hriti-s bnw2itten doe accozd with the 
i wzitten woꝛd. 
pt ee finde in the Scripture, that wee 
<{ought to woꝛſhip God alone, and not to 
make our ſelues any grauen Image; but 
{is it poſſible that the Mod vnwzitten 
ſhoulo tollerate their pzaters to @aints 2 
their ſacrificing to Idols, and their fal- 
ling downe befo2e blocks: In this wozy 
waitten, it is called the doctrine of Di⸗ 
nzis to fozbid matrimonp to any man, 
„and can it be his wozd vnwzitten that 
h Pinilters ſhall neuer marty ? It is his 
Mod witten that all that depart this 
, | wozld inthe LD N D, doe reſt from their 
p 
4 
j 
4 


— — > > 4 


labours : and is it alſo in the woꝛd vn⸗ 
witten, that thep be purged of many 
tozments in the fire of Purgatozie 1 

ep 
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they doe reff / It is plaine by the won ! 
witten, that we haue no remiſſion 
Anne but in the blond of Chꝛiſt, witt 
whom we are dead and condemned to t 
bottome of hell: but is it as plaine by 
his woꝛd vnwaitten, that the Pope 
ſane : that whoſoener ſhall die in a whit 
Friers ſcapular ſhall bee ſaned? 02 he th 
dieth in a grey Friers krocke, ſhall 
ther come in Purgatozvno2 in bell ? a 
abous all, is it his woꝛd bnw2itten, that 
man map get in ſtoze a beape of deſer 
uings (called wozkes of ſupereroga 
en) to ſane himſelfe and his frients 
with b2oad blaſphemp againſt the he 
uens ? 

Is not this pzepoſterons geare ? wh 
would thinke that theſe men, landing f 
much vpon the flippers of their wilder 
and gray heads, would thus fouly one 
tot themſelnes : which ſo farre fo 
as in them lieth, doe make God a co 
temptible changling : Religion mo: 
bncertaine then the Lesbian rule, and t 
themſelves to the continuall lauerp 
their owne deuices, and their Paſter than 
man of Nome, and pe&lding their whol 
contemplation to the wozke of vark 
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x Made, with what blinde * are theſe 
ſonles vered , that will haue their 
and the Church of Rome againe 
ed, that take away the plaine Doc⸗ 
e of faith, + fuſtification in Chꝛiſt: and 

tb a faith fonlded vp in an idle fancy: 
x : that wee muſt beleene of Chꝛiſt 
their Church beleeneth . becauſe their 
ch beleencth as they belene : But if 
demaund what they, 82 their Church 
beiecue, the next way fo2 vs to know, 
tuen to goe loke : fo; doubtleſſe they 

w not, neither can they tell vs. 

Truely , howſoener they colour the 
er with denout countenance, oz cou- 
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bid vs behould his charity towards his 
neighhour, than his integrity to the wa; 
ſhipping of God : Mo that charity 
the vnder-ſernant to religion, and a . 
cond thing required, they make it the 
high ſtone of the cozner , and the founda⸗ 
tion whereupon they build all their 
teouſnes vnto ſaluation : Truely 
dare not deny that in reſpect of the u 
(were it not depzaved) the Papiſt, hat 
ſom good matter in him becauſe his de 
doe often times extend to the benefſt of 
G DD & Church: Andenen in this ( 
wzite in the griefe of my conſcience 
wherein A call the Lozd to witneſſe) 
they condemne many p2ofeſſo2s in t 
—_— {6 , that arelowde ſpeaker 
livers a/togither : pet I ſap 
— chat in ——— tt 
bim, as with the Cow 
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Fa log, they beare vsin hand that they 
— — . — 
are ſo commanded of God, but rather be-|c 
oanſe, thereby —— 
(nation and purchaſe heauen, 


— 
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Is Maſſe it is a crauen Cocke that crows 
eth no whore but vpon his owne dunghil. 
We know that all the good woꝛkes of the 

ſ 031d, being done without loue , are no- 

thing wozth, and that their ſupereroga⸗ 

db] tions being examined, and their grea- 
teſt wozkes of dignitie next vnto them, 

are found without lone , mercie , pitte az 

M compaſſion. But if it may bee accomps 
" ted a deede of mercie, togine rich Altar- 

9! cloathes , to the beautifying of Altars, a 

A need of lone , to build Cbappells and 
Chauntries,and a ded of pitty to goe far 
on knees , to giue great gifts to ſhines; 


th. 
"ns Lhey pitty a ſozt of foule fat P3ziefts 
x /in furredgownes , and them they decke 
with golden Copes , and (npply in all 
their vanities andi{dleneſſe, as if 
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ther god wozkes, pꝛaiſe them: but 
let them beware they ſinne not 
Like vnto theſe are their Jdols,wh 
ecuto2s bſe to giue after men bee 
that liberality is idle, haning no good 
tent , and the reward rotten that is 
backe againe, which is, Lo2d haue 
cy on the:ſoule of this charitabls dead u 
man. O groſle folly , where is the loue] x 
that ſhould make this diede acceptable: x 
if we ſhould ſpeake generally of all their f. 
wozkes , they are even dzoſſe and moze! v 
ſhamefull vices than theſe, if moze may! u 
bez lo; I ſay, and yet not J, but the holy] u 
Ghoſt, if they be not done in loue, ſpʒꝛing h. 
ing out of the bo wells of true faith , they d; 
tink befoze the face of God. Pea but they ci 
will ſap, they haue all lone, mercy,pitty i u 
— — Pea but how can this be trute: 1; 
Let it be oh, that they gine ma ⸗ u 
—— the pooze, that they helpe to de · tt 
fend the widdow , to harboz the father tc 
tf, to cloath the naked, to five the huw v 


—— 77 buck 
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get unte —— the vuſpeakabls 
benefit of 
Igrant; 


to conſtancy, 
vet{ themſelnes : Fo2 if lend oz giue a man 
ein an hundzed pounds , becauſe J would 
ep gaine a thouſand, oꝛ a thouſand becauſe 
dz would gaine tenne thouſand : whom 
in loue J: mp pooze neighbour having need 
al] of me: oz mp ſelfe 2 © blindneſſe , that 
wr} ſereth not theſe euills: nap twiſe O blind- 
end neſſe that doth not ſer moze than this. 
out] What is to ſap that wee are able to ſane 
let] and inffifie our ſelues befoʒe the tribunall 
eit ſeate of God, but to repꝛooue our moſt 
020] wiſe God of folly and doltiſhnes, in that 
tay] without need hee ſent Jeſus Chzilt his 
oly| welbeloned Son, by ſo great toꝛment as 
de indured, to deliuer vs from the bon- 
hex] dage of nne: And what is it elſe but to 
ze?|cotemne the vnſpeakable lone of our Wa- 
pf] niour, who being a God ſo mighty, the 
ef] King of all kings, t the onely p2ince of all 
14+] wozids , diſdained not to take vpon him 
de the contemptible ſhape ofa ſeruant, and 
eto beare the burthen of all dur ſins; even 
onto the death of the vit and ſhame full 
18] Croſle , that hes might pzeſent vs ame · 
leſs befoze his Father Which grodle 
wpinion , ſo — nn 
m Papiſts a FL 
hamed,of , and daring not ſo to 
I3 , 
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maintaine , will ſerme to qualifie with u 
pooze ſhift of deſert. And becauſe very}WF 
Infants 82 footes in this light of the Goſs] in 
pell ( foz which the Lozd bee pꝛaiſedſſ 
might otherwiſe point at them fo2 their} 
tollp, they are cont#t not to depʒiue Chrii It 
of his dignity altogether , and therefo2e|thi 
oe attribute ſome part of iuſftification] be 
to him, e the reſt to themſelues. @urcly] fic 
this is ſcarcely ſo god a recompence, a 
hauing cracked his crowne, to giue him i (0 
plaiſter:fo2 except ſom inſuffitiency were tb 
az might iuſtly bee found in him, what| w 
madne ſſe would moone them to intrude] th 
themſeines into his office : But if theſe] if 
enter /cõᷣmoners with Chꝛiſt, though they | de 
ſeeme to haue retained a certaine blinde ( 
modeſty, be heedfully examined, in truth] r\ 
they do but pzaciſe to delude themſelues pl 
and bs, haning no minde to deale with| ft 
Chziff, hot oz cold. it 
Foz if wee demand of them foz Gods u 


to conſtancy. ns 
b of why « Af be not ſafe conducted to hea⸗ 
ery] won by the Pꝛedeſtination of God in Je- 
oof] las Ch2ilt , it followeth that wee are car- 
ed)] ried thither by ſome deſert of our owne, 
eite elſe that wee neuer come there at all. 
rik] Jt were a ſtrong Engine that wauld hale 
du them from this opinion, and pet is Chzift 
hereby made altogether Jacke ont of ofs 
cly] fice. Let vs not wonder at theſe men, (s 
as much as pꝛap foz them: let vs notquarrel 
na] ſo much with them, as perſwade with 
re them; noꝛ laugh ſo much at their folly and 
at! wickedaes,as lameyt their ignozance:fo3 
de this is true, if they be right, we be wong 
ſe] if we be w2ong , we are alres dy ſold vn- 


W 


again 
tines and deſpiſers of god wozkes , be- 
' cauſe we pzeferreour faith in fru inffifi- 
| I 4 2 


— 
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cation: be it as far from bs to be fronl 
at thoſe falſe ſuggeſtions, as we are fr 


of that fault: we know and confeſſe that 


Gods deareft childꝛen haue ſmall fling 
of God without righteous doing: thers- 


foze we pꝛokeſſe, that if we ſeeno god]. 


wozksin our bands, if we perteiue not 
that the pꝛeaching of the Goſpell hath 
moz2tified in vs out toncupiſcence, e made 
bs to hunger and thirſt after righyteonſ⸗ 
neſfe, we haue ſmall teſtimony of Gods 
ele ion we may walke till we are weary 
of 2nr hope, and faith in Chꝛiſt, we may 
p2attle tui we are Hoarſe of the Geſpell 
and our pꝛofeſſion, and we map defie the 
Pope and his accomplites to the bottome 
of hell. But except our ſelves lone the 
righteouſneſle of God, and we exerciſe 
the ſame, Satan doth fed vs fozth with 
the ſtrength of illuſion : fo2 godlineſſe is 
not made of talke, as boks are of leagues, 
no2 as wods are of tries, but it is ſuch an 
holinefſe as doth elimbe vp from vice to 
bertue, and from one vertue to another, 
wi ſing. 

fir, this being true, we haue nerd 
to lo about vs and auery man haue an 


eipectai rie to Gods glazy in — 
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tion cf our actions: and if we haue attai- 
ned to ſome knowledge in the ſchole of 


at} Chzilt; we ſe in the Goſpell, that he is 


condemned, that hideth his talent, as 
well as the other that riotouſly waſted it. 


Ipꝛay pon apply this to pour ſelfe, whom 


the Tod hath loued with long continu- 
ance of his godneſſe, and pou ſhall nde 
out a right Thz:iftian crplibit euen in the 
mali that ſate next at pour elbow: et vp- 
on it, 02 if pou haue begun giue it not os 
uer, foꝛ the winning of one ſoule to Chꝛiſt 
1s moze acceptable in the ſight of God, 
than to offer the whole wozld foz a ſacrt- 
ficez what though he be a man, the Spirit 
of God is able to encounter him, if he be 
neuer ſo wilp 02 pernerſe in opinion: Gad 
who is able to tend the heart, 4 to pierce 
the marrowin the bones, is alwaies pze- 
ſent in his owne wozke, | 

What though be baply may com 
mand pour filence: pour ſpirit mult ber 
touched with his ſinnes, pcu map not ſaf- 
fer him to reſt in bncteannefſe : fo2 they 
that are of Chaiff areal waies carefrill to 
b:ing others to Chziſt-ward, but eſpeci⸗ 
ally thoſe that are ſo neare vnto chem, as 
der is to pou. Yu know that in _ 

/ 
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of time, che ſoft daos of raine doth bea 


74, this opinion ber effablithed byen 1 
the pzeſcriptions of his r 


4 


to conſtancy, 12 
lght thereof , ſhew him þ he neuet knew, 
8 elſe hath fozgotten the @criptare, 
which doth witne lle: The Hereſies muſt 1. Cor. 42, 
needs be that che faithful may be cried, N 9 

his eyes be pzefixed vpon p2ofeſſo2s, that 

hes can nde many faults in their man; 

ners, let him lone back into himſelfe, e hs 
wall ſ& the Papiſts and P3oteſtants ars. 
very men, needing the Phiſttion : But it 
he find not ſo great cozruptid in hunſeife; 
Firſt let him take herde leaſt it fare with 
him as with men that bee ficke , which 
when they thinke themſelues recouered 
and neareſt to health, are even then fur- 
theft from health and neareft their end. 
But if there be not indirde ſuch cozrupti 
on in them (which is hard to be determi- 
ned on their ſide , conſidering how parti- 
all our nature is in it own behalfe , e rea- 
die to flatter it ſeife)let him neuer impute 
this to the dignity ol his religion, but to 
the goodneſſe of God the giver of all good 
things. If he feare the Goſpell becanſe it 
is ill ſpoken off: Let him remember that . K. 2.34 
Chriſt himſelfe is a tumbling ſtone made 4 
for the fall of many: if he be afraid of co2- 
rupt tranſlations, let him cozrect eſhew 
ds the cauſe of this mitiking ; e he hath 
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'ſatisfied. Finally if he wall fumble at ti 
iars þ are now adates among Diuines, 
let him without partialitie reade the mo; 
numents of Poperp, and he ſhal 
ten times moze ods among the 
thereof: Foz there is none of them all 
(and almoſt as few of the old fathers) but 
are ſo far wide one from another,yea and 
molt of them from themſelnes, that nei⸗ 
ther s; no? Pꝛoteſtants doe want 
matter to authoziſe and maintain 
thetr religion; no2 any heretick that hath 
bin fince the firſk beginning of Papiſtry. 
Therefoze you may pꝛoue vnto him, that 
this fanit dught not to be fathered on 
the woꝛd of God, which doch platnlp,and 
truly ſet fozth all points of religion, 
but rather vpon Sathan and his malice, 
whoſe continaall pzactiſe hath ben, by all 
meanes and deuices poſſible, to diſcredit 
the religion of God: foz ſuch Darnell did 
he thzow among the Apoſttes, as did ſet 
great difſention betweene Paul and Bar- 
nabas , and likewiſe made Paul and 
Pecer at open defiance. 

All theſe things J leaue to pour contt- 
nuall mevitation, and by pon, to be im- 
ploped ta the benefit of Gods _— 
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